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Attaining to the Whole Measure of the Fullness of Christ: Service 

8 April 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

òéwhoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 

must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.ó  Mark 10:43-45 

 

Contemporary society holds that the great are served by the least, the immature wait on the 

mature, and the needs of those who have arrived are tended to by those who have only just begun 

the journey.  Jesus turns all of that on its head and calls his children, if they want to be great in his 

kingdom, to serve the least, to wait on the immature, and to tend to the needs of those who have 

yet to realise there even is a journey.  In fact, if we are to become mature as Christians ð and that 

should be something we are working towards ð then service, towards both God and those around us, 

is vital.  Servanthood is both the route to maturity and a mark of maturity for Godõs children. 

 

1. Servanthood is a job of maturity 

¶ Philippians 2:1-11 

¶ 1 Peter 4:7-11 

¶ Servanthood is all about setting aside oneõs own needs, agendas and plans in favour of 

someone elseõs 

¶ Jesus, the epitome of maturity, came to serve, not to be served.  He òmade himself 

nothingó and took on òthe very nature of servant.ó   

¶ We are called to imitate Christ, to attain to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

Part of becoming mature in Christ is considering òothers better than [ahead of] yourselves.ó 

¶ To serve requires that we understand our identity as Christians. 

 

2. Servanthood is the route to maturity 

¶ Ephesians 4:11-13 

¶ Service is not only for the mature, it is one of the means God has given us to become 

mature, to attain to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

¶ Service is a gift from God 

¶ When the church asks people to serve, the people should be thanking the church, not the 

other way around, because that is an opportunity for real spiritual growth!   

 

3. Servanthood is a mark of maturity 

¶ Philippians 2:3-7 
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¶ Maturity is about becoming more and more like Jesus.  If Jesus took on the very nature of a 

servant, then our level of maturity is indicated by our level of service.  Our maturity and 

our service are inextricably linked. 

 

4. Servanthood is a job for kings 

¶ Romans 8:12-17; Revelation 1:4-6; Revelation 5:9-10 

¶ To serve requires that we understand our identity as Christians.  Our identity as royalty is 

secure, which releases us to serve in even the most menial of ways.  My identity is not 

compromised by servanthood. 

 

5. Servanthood is a job for the free 

¶ Galatians 5:1-15 

¶ Our freedom has been won once and for all, therefore we are free to lay our lives down for 

others and to love our neighbours as ourselves.  My freedom is not compromise by 

servanthood. 
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Maturity is an Intentional Journey 

29 April 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

 

òBut you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 

you were called when you made your good confession in the presen ce of many witnesses.ó  

1 Timothy 6:11 -12 

 

We are continuing this week with the theme of maturity, looking at what it means to òbecome 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christó (Ephesians 4:13) and how we go 

about becoming mature.  As we will see today, maturity is not something that happens by accident, 

but rather comes about as we intentionally seek to grow in Christ and become more and more 

mature.  Ultimately, maturity comes about by design. 

 

1. Maturity requires deliberate and considered action 

¶ We know that our salvation is not attained by works and that there is nothing we can do to 

work our way into Godõs favour.  Our salvation and Godõs favour on us come about through 

Godõs grace, and not through anything we do or say.  Christians are saved by grace through 

faith (Ephesians 2:8).  However, an incomplete understanding of Godõs grace and our 

salvation can cause us to live complacently, believing that, our salvation secure, there is 

nothing more for us to do but to live out our lives as God transforms.  Under this thinking 

we are little more than passive subjects of Godõs regenerative work in our lives. Paulõs 

words to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:11-12 paint a very different picture, however. 

¶ 1 Timothy was not written to a new or immature Christian.  Paul had entrusted Timothy 

with weighty tasks in the church requiring real leadership and spiritual discernment.  1 

Timothy was written to a òman of God.ó 

¶ Paulõs encouragement to Timothy is that he grow in maturity.  Righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance and gentleness in increasing measure are marks of maturity, not of 

immaturity. 

¶ Paulõs choice of words is instructive: they are all verbs.  Fleeing, pursuing, fighting, and 

taking hold are all actions.  None of these things can be done passively; all require 

exertion.  To grow in maturity, then, requires action on our part.  We are not passive 

subjects of, but active participants in the maturing process God is working out in our lives.   

¶ In short, to become mature requires action on our part. 
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2. Maturity is an intentional journey   

¶ Maturity requires intent on our part.  We need to be serious about growing in maturity and 

intentional about how we plan to do it 

¶ You need a picture of maturity.  ''When I grow up I want to be...''  If maturity is a journey 

you need to have at least an idea of where youõre going and what it will look like when you 

get there.  So we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author & perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2) ð 

Jesus is the picture of maturity we are called to hold before us and to be transformed into.  

Who in the life of the church is modelling something of the maturity of Jesus?  Watch them.  

What do they do?  How do they do it?  Do likewise. 

 

3. How do we be intentional about growing in maturity?  

¶ Actively seek out opportunities that will cause us to be stretched and to grow.  

¶ Look for people and places where we can serve. There's merit in asking where we can be 

useful, but maturity is also about discerning needs without having someone else point it 

out.  So practise discerning.  But donõt be shy to ask what needs there are in the life of the 

church and where we can help out. 

¶ Be accountable: get into an accountable relationship with someone more mature than us.  

And then be accountable!  Accountable relationships are actually not mutual.  Donõt expect 

the person weõve asked to be accountable to, to be accountable to us in return.   

¶ Step out in faith: don't always choose the safe, risk free route/option.  Faith is risk.   Paul 

tells Timothy to pursue faith.  There is a definite sense of urgency there.  Actively seek out 

situations that will cause our faith to be stretched and that will require more of us. 

¶ Be generous: actively seek out ways to be generous.  We grow more through giving than 

receiving.   

¶ Watch those more mature than us and imitate their way of life.  God gives us examples 

that we may learn and grow by them.   

¶ Don't be a consumer of sermons, be an implementer of sermons: take notes (bring a 

notebook to church and take down the key points), listen to the CD, put into practice what 

has been preached. Listen more for what we need to do & what God is challenging or 

addressing in US (not others) and less for what we disagree with. (It's good to listen to 

sermons from other churches, but the sermons at MJ are God's word to us at this moment. 

We need to be taking that seriously and ensuring that our sermon diet doesn't only have 

foreign food in it).  

¶ Train yourself to be godly: earlier in his letter to Timothy he tells him to train himself to 

be godly.  Godliness is not faxed down from heaven, but is established in our lives as we 
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train ourselves in it.  Read books (good books with good theology ð ask the elders for 

suggestions), read the bible, pray (individually and corporately) 

¶ Embrace trials with joy: they are one of God's tools for bringing about maturity in us. Ask 

the right question: not why, but rather 'how must I respond, what can I learn from this?' 

Trials are one of God's gifts to us. James 1:2-4 

¶ Seek out responsibility for other people - look not only to our own good, but to theirs.  

Consider others before ourselves.  Join a home group. Get involved in the life of the 

church. 

¶ Follow well: if we feel called to leadership, but are unable to follow those in authority 

over us it will stunt our growth and stall God releasing us into leadership.  Be a joy to lead ð 

itõs to our benefit (Hebrews 13:17). 

¶ Go apostolically: go to both neighbours and nations.  We grow in maturity as we respond in 

obedience to the great commission to go and make disciples of all nations.  Get a passport.  

Find an LTT or some other apostolic trip. If you donõt have money for it, ask God and have 

faith for him to provide. 
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How Do We Pray Well Together? 

29 April 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

Melville Junction values prayer and holds it to be vital for our life together as a church and as 

individuals.  Stanley Hauerwas talks about discipleship as a craft and prayer as something we learn 

as part of the Christian community.  We pray regularly as a church and have set aside our Thursday 

meeting to pray together.  Given that prayer is something we can get better at doing over time 

here are some practical ways we can pray better together and ensure that our corporate prayer 

times grow in effectiveness. 

 

1. Come prayed up and ready for the prayer meeting 

¶ Pray before the prayer meeting so that you are ready to pray from the first second. 

¶ Donõt use the first 10 minutes to pray yourself into the right space.  Praying 

beforehand allows you to pray fervently from the very beginning.  Donõt expect 

there to be a worship team starting the meeting every time.  A prayer meeting 

should be more about praying than about singing ourselves into a place of faith. 

¶ Ask God beforehand what he wants to say and do in and through the prayer 

meeting.  Ask him for prophetic words, words of wisdom and words of knowledge.  

Ask him to highlight what he wants you to focus on in prayer. 

¶ [Itõs encouraging at an individual level to pray beforehand and then hear the same 

thing being prayed for by someone else.  It helps us to discern the voice of God 

more quickly the next time.] 

 

2. Be a thermostat, not a thermometer 

¶ Set the temperature in the room, donõt just register it. 

¶ Be front footed in the way you pray.  Help to raise the energy levels in the room, 

rather than waiting for them to be raised. 

¶ Corporate prayer meetings should be carried by the priesthood of all believers, not 

just the elders.  Let us all minister well. 

 

3. Pray along the theme and agree with other peopleõs prayers 

¶ Matthew 18:19 ð òAgain, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything 

you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.ó 

¶ Listen to what other people are praying so that you are able to agree with them in 

prayer.  If you donõt listen, you canõt agree.   
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¶ Donõt use the time other people are praying to think of what you are going to pray 

next. 

¶ Sometimes agreeing with someone elseõs prayer means lifting up our voices 

together with them and crying out to God for that thing.   

¶ Make encouraging sounds and agree verbally with peopleõs prayers as they are 

prayed. 

¶ Listen to what others are praying so that you can pray along the same vein or 

theme.  Mine the vein of gold. 

¶ Be aware of the direction of the meeting and donõt cut across it. 

¶ Go in the same direction ð if weõre praying for the nations and youõre 

praying for the local kids ministry youõre not praying in the same direction 

as everyone else 

¶ Donõt pray prayers to change the direction of the meeting ð honour the 

person leading the meeting and allow them to lead.  If you do feel 

prophetically that a change of direction is required run it past the person 

leading the prayer meeting first. 

 

4. Pray with fervour and with faith 

¶ òThe prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effectiveó (James 5:16b) 

¶ Pray equally fervently and with the same faith for things that are close to your 

heart and things far removed from you.  You do not know what your prayers are 

doing in the spiritual realms.  There are too many stories of people praying in one 

place and God answering those prayers miraculously in a different place for us to 

pray weak, faithless prayers. 

 

5. Be mindful of your posture 

¶ Your posture in prayer is not unimportant and can impact on the tone of the 

meeting and the energy of those praying. 

¶ Standing, kneeling, and lying face down are all postures of prayer indicated in 

scripture.  Sitting back on a chair is not.   

¶ Let your posture reflect your prayers and vice versa.   
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Maturity is a Community Affair 

6 May 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

 

On one level maturing as a Christian is a very individual affair.  We are each responsible for our 

own growth as Christians and we canõt blame our lack of maturity on others.  On another level, 

however, Christian maturity is anything but individualistic and is actually very much a community 

affair.  We attain to òthe whole measure of the fullness of Christó as part of the people of God, the 

church.   

 

There is a saying in Africa that it takes a village to raise a child.  I believe the same applies to the 

church: it takes the family of God to raise a Christian. 

 

1. Meeting together is important for maturity 

¶ 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let 

us not give up meeting to gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 

one anotherñand all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25 

¶ There is definitely space for spending time alone as a Christian and there is definitely space 

for gathering in small groups, but there is something about gathering together as the 

people of God that is instrumental in providing the encouragement we need to continue in 

our faith and our journey towards maturity. 

¶ Our gathering as the church should be intentional.  When we come together we should be 

looking to see how we can encourage and spur others on in their faith. 

¶ To be intentional in our growth to maturity also requires that we seek out the gathering of 

the saints. 

o We read Jeremiah 12:5 and we are inspired to run with the horses, but horses run 

in herds.  It should be the same for us as Christians; we need to learn to run with 

the herd. 

o In the herd the old look out for the young, the strong look out for the weak, the 

healthy look out for the injured, and the mature look out for the immature. 

o Itõs in the herd that skills, experience and wisdom are passed on from one 

generation to another. 

o Those that stray from the herd often fall prey to predators.  There is protection in 

the herd. 
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2. Training happens in community 

¶ 7Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be 

godly. 8For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 

holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.   1 Timothy 4:7-8 

¶ How do we train ourselves to be godly?  We train at the feet of òmastersó in the 

community.  That is not to say there are people in the church who are completely mature 

and have nothing left to learn ð weõre all on a journey towards maturity ð but there are 

people within the church who have walked further than we have, who are more mature 

than us (fathers in the faith). 

¶ Brian McLaren made the observation during his visit to MJ this week that training enables us 

to do in the future what we are not able to do now.  As he said, with six months of training 

anyone can run a marathon.  Godliness is not easy and we are not capable of everything 

today.  That is why we train.  And training happens most effectively in the community. 

 

3. Maturity requires that we submit to the sharpening process 

¶ 17 As iron sharpens iron,  so one man sharpens another.  Proverbs 27:17 

¶ Maturity is a community affair, but we need to be careful that we do not only seek out 

those with whom we get on.  To pursue maturity requires that we find those men and 

women in the life of the church that will sharpen us as iron sharpens iron.  

¶ The sharpening process is not necessarily an easy or smooth one.  Sparks will fly.  Our edges 

will get knocked off.  It will almost invariably not be a comfortable process.  Yet, if we are 

to mature in Christ, to submit ourselves to that process is not only helpful, it is necessary. 

 

4. We need parents, not grandparents to bring about maturity as a community 

¶ 15Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, 

for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16Therefore I u rge you to 

imitate me.   1 Corinthians 4:15-16 

¶ Those who are more mature in the community should not rest on their laurels, but should 

actively look for ways that they can help less mature Christians grow in maturity. 

¶ We need mothers and fathers in the faith to do the work of parenting in the life of the 

church. 

¶ We do not need grandmothers and grandfathers!  Grandparents are wonderful, but they 

hand the children back to the parents.  If we are to see Godõs people attain òto the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christó we cannot be those who hand our òchildrenó back to 

someone else.  We need to parent those God has put under our care. 

¶ We need to be intentional about how we go about parenting and how we go about being 

parented.  
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Being òMighty Menó in the Kingdom of God 

13 May 2007 

Greg Lee 

 

This is a message about ônormalõ individuals in the Kingdom of God taking up their rightful 

inheritance to be great, and to DO great and extraordinary things. We do not have to be elders, 

deacons or even have any position in particular to do great things, and to walk in the power that 

God gives us. In fact, few are forma lly given to be leaders, but all of us are called to be kingly.  

 

The message is a simple exegesis of the account of Davidõs mighty men in 2 Sam 23. 

 

Brief prologue: this is a military metaphor. I am aware that some people are uncomfortable with 

this because it can lead to abusive or unwise actions. I believe that the metaphor is still useful, and 

that it is primarily the underlying character issues that need to be taken on board. In our age, being 

militant translates into greater and more active acts of service and love, these however need an 

inner warrior. 

 

(Words underlined need to be taken note of in the initial reading): 

 

2 Sam 23 8 These are the names of the warriors whom David had: Josheb -basshebeth a 

Tahchemonite; he was chief of the Three; he wield ed his spear against eight hundred  whom he 

killed in a single encounter . 

 

¶ òwielded his spearó ð other translations say òbattle axó. Greatness means having a weapon, 

something we know we are good at wielding, becoming practised in it, and using it well. In 

modern times this would mean the gift, or gifts, God has given us to bless the body. What is your 

gift? Do you know. He HAS given us each a ôbattle axõ, letõs find out what it is and use it 

¶ òAgainst eight hundredó ð whether it means he killed them himself or led a band against them, 

this achievement was clearly ridiculously impressive. We need to have faith for the ridiculous 

achievements, the thousands saved at one time and the cripples walking 

¶ òin a single encounteró ð being great means recognising the important encounters and making 

the most of them. Seeing when God is moving and sucking the most out of it,  

 

 9 Next to him among the three warriors was Eleazar son of Dodo son of Ahohi. He was with  David 

when they taunted  the Philistines who were gathere d there for battle. The Israelites withdrew, 10 

but he stood his ground. He struck down the Philistines until his arm grew weary, though his hand 
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clung to the sword. The LORD brought about a great victory that day. Then the people came back 

to himñbut onl y to strip the dead.  

 

¶ òSon of Dodoó ð (also see Chron 11 where fathers not mentioned here are listed): being great 

means having fathers. We always need to be sons and daughters, to God first and wise men and 

women who can advise and lead us second. Look at great Christian leaders and achievers and 

you will always find this humility: they always have fathers in the faith upon whom they lean. 

Example of Dudley & Tyrone Daniel life team 

¶ òWith Davidó ð more about this later, but being with our leaders, in other words right behind 

them when they plan to do something, is key to being great 

¶ òTaunted the Philistinesó ð I believe we need to be those who are front-footed, in fact we need 

those who can ô*$%causeõ with the enemy. We are guerrilla freedom fighters in enemy territory, 

constantly thinking what new areas we can take the good news into, what new stronghold of the 

worldõs thinking we should counter with the Word of God.  

¶ òarm grew weary, though his hand clung to the sword ó ð Eleazarõs body actually went into 

spasm he was so tired, which enabled him to keep swinging the sword! We ARE going to get tired 

and exhausted. Being great sometimes means pushing through although we are weary, till the 

point where actually God needs to come through for us or else. Fatigue comes with the package, 

as does emotional exhaustion. Rather than shutting down to protect the circuits, we need to 

become profligates with our personal resources, learning to ignore the weariness. Example: 

afkak exercise 

¶ òLORD brought about a great victoryó ð interesting that Eleazar did the deed himself, it didnõt 

include God sending lightning bolts or miraculous plagues on the enemy. Yet they gave the Lord 

the glory. Being great means always pointing away from ourselves for our victories, giving the 

glory to Him 

¶ òpeople came back to himñbut only to strip the dead ó ð We need to recognise that we are here 

(as Paul said before) to serve God through serving His people. We do this despite two facts: 

first, you often not get the support you deserve from the very people you are serving (like 

Eleazar who had to fight alone). We need to do it anyway. Second, we need to be content with 

the fact that, like Eleazar, we often win spoils for others who did not fight for those things. God 

gives us the victory so that others can enjoy the aftermath. Example of the church building. 

 

 11 Next to him  was Shammah son of Agee, the Hararite. The Philistines gathered together at Lehi, 

where there was a plot of ground full of lentils ; and the army fled from the Philistines. 12 But he 

took his stand in the middle of the plot, defended it, and killed the Philistines; and the LORD 

brought about a great victory.  
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¶ ònext to himó ð Greatness means being in team with others. Find those who inspire you, not just 

ôcoffee buddiesõ but those next to whom we can be mutually encouraged towards proactive 

Christianity and with whom we can do stuff well 

¶ òplot of ground full of lentilsó - Shammah fought at this sport so that he could defending the 

harvest against the Philistines. Being great means defending the harvest too. Defending truth? 

New Christians? Possible applications: Conversation. Intercession. 

¶ Again: sonship & LORD brings victory 

 

 13 Towards the beginning of harvest three of the thirty chiefs went down to join David at the cave 

of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 14 David was then 

in the stronghold; and the garrison of the Philistines was th en at Bethlehem. 15 David said 

longingly, òO that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by 

the gate!ó 16 Then the three warriors broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from 

the well of Bethlehem that was  by the gate, and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it; 

he poured it out  to the LORD, 17 for he said, òThe LORD forbid that I should do this. Can I drink the 

blood of the men  who went at the risk of their lives?ó Therefore he would not drink it. The three 

warriors did these things.  

 

¶ òDavid said longinglyó - Greatness in knowing what the desires of the leadersõ hearts are, and 

seeing where we can support this. Admittedly in this case Davidõs longing was personal, but 

thatõs good too, we should support our leaders personally. But more generally taking time to 

find out where the leaderõs hearts are for the people, not just now but ôupcoming trendsõ, 

praying into it, seeing where the gaps are, etc. 

¶ òCan I drink the blood of the men ó ð David saw that he needed to make a point that the 

wellbeing of his men was precious and to be protected. Just a point is that if we are in the right 

place in the body then the leadership ð and I believe God ð will cherish us and make sure we are 

ultimately looked after. This is NOT the reason we do things, but it is a by-product of being in 

the centre of things and a valuable contributer. This point balances the previous one about 

spending ourselves and our energy. If we do that, then people will watch over us and cherish us.  

 

 18 Now Abishai son of Zeruiah, the brother of Joab, was chief of the Thirty. With his spear he 

fought against three hundred men and killed them, and won a name beside the Three. 19 He was 

the most renowned  of the Thirty , and became their com mander; but he did not attain  to the 

Three.  
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¶ òwon a nameó ð the point of striving for God is NOT to win a personal name, but guess what, it 

will happen anyway. More important is striving to win a name in heaven (Luke 10: 20), which we 

should want. Wanting to be anonymous is not Christian, but wanting greatness with humility is 

¶ òand became their commander ; but he did not attain  to the Three ó - There is space for 

everyone to be great in the Kingdom. This guy did an amazing deed, and it seems he was given a 

position of huge responsibility. But he wasnõt able to become part of the previous group of 

Three. There is space for many bands of friends and ôbrothersõ in the church, working and 

achieving side-by-side but without necessarily having to look sideways at each other and say 

òwhy canõt I be included in that bunch?ó Ignore the cliques, be great and there will be a space 

for you 

 

 20 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was a valiant warrior from Kabzeel , a doer of great deeds; he struck 

down two sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went down and killed a lion in a pit  on a day when snow 

had fallen. 21 And he killed an Egyptian, a handsome man. The Egyptian had a spear in his hand; 

but Benaiah went against him with a staff , snatched the spear out of the Egyptianõs hand, and 

kil led him with his own spear. 22 Such were the things Benaiah son of Jehoiada did, and won a 

name beside the three warriors. 23 He was renowned among the Thirty, but he did not attain to the 

Three. And David put him in charge of his bodyguard . 

 

¶ òfrom Kabzeeló ð diversity of people groups and backgrounds in Davidõs mighty men (see 

previous and later guys too). Use your background to bring your own flavour & knowledge to the 

body. There is the danger that the leadership group in a church can seem to be all similar (e.g. 

mostly white, educated, older, married, whatever) and therefore people different from them 

may think that they canõt be there. Donõt think that ð God is calling for a multi-faceted body. 

¶ òwent down and killed a lion in a pit ... went against him with a staff ò - This guy seemingly did 

the unexpected things. Think about jumping into a pit in which a lion is trapped to kill it. Noone 

would have expected him to do that, the lion would probably eventually have starved to death. 

He was maybe a bit of a maverick. And the Egyptian with the spear: he was much better armed 

than Benaiah, noone would have blamed him for backing off and finding a spear himself. But he 

didnõt ð doesnõt that remind us of David? Like Benaiah, we need many people who are willing to 

seek out the unexpected actions, the bold things that maybe the leaders havenõt even thought 

of. Example of Brigitta starting junior youth ð even at Bryanston we could never get that age 

group to work, lots of challenges but she suggested it and got it started. Sometimes pitching 

an unexpected idea to the leaders is the way to get things done. Donõt wait for opportunity to 

find us, go find opportunity. Example of outreaches. Could we get an outreach every single 

weekend? 



19 

 

 
 

© melvillejunction2007 

 

¶ òDavid put him in charge of his  bodyguardó - Benaiah became head of Davidõs bodyguard: Again, 

if we submit to the greatness God will find us a place of honour, maybe not an expected one 

 

 24 Among the Thirty were (etc. etc.)  

 

¶ God is not actually adverse to us being aware of the perpetuity of what we do and our names, 

as long as it is for His glory. These men have been remembered throughout history for their 

deeds, we should aim for the same to glorify what God can do.  
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Maturity ð Personal Brokenness and the False Self 

13 May 2007 

Steve Briggs 

 

Introduction 

¶ Key to our personal maturity, and ultimately the maturity of the body of Christ, is the 

realization that we are often carrying woundings, which hold us back from what God wants 

us to be, and importantly, causes us to construct a ôselfõ that is, in our opinion, far more 

loveable and appealing than our real selves. 

¶ One of the key battlegrounds is in the church, where we are taught, generally from an early 

age, that the ôappearance of wholeness is more important than wholeness itselfõ.  In other 

words, we value appearances above truth, and thus keep hard, dark wounded things out of 

the light (where we may be judged and rejected, but also where true healing can take 

place) and thus play elaborate games with God, with ourselves and ultimately with each 

other. 

¶ If we are going to take this maturity thing seriously, we have to engage with this topic, 

however uncomfortable it is. 

 

Life and Wounding 

¶ We are in a battle ð and people are getting wounded.  Scripture makes it clear that we have 

an enemy who prowls like a roaring lion seeking to devour us.(1 Pet 5:8). 

¶ The true battle may be the battle for the human heart ð òGuard your heart for it is the 

wellspring of lifeó (Ps).  If the enemy can injure our hearts, we can get side=tracked and 

distracted from the true purpose God has for us. 

¶ The real wounding is usually linked to sin ð someoneõs sin against us, or often, our sin 

against ourselves. 

¶ David, a great King, doesnõt dismiss this at all ð Ps 109:22 ð òI am poor and needy and my 

heart is wounded within meó 

 

The False Self 

¶ Prov 16:25 ð òThere is a way that seems right to man, but in the end it leads to deathó 

¶ The ôFalse Selfõ is a complex thing ð essentially we compensate for personal insecurity by 

taking on a different picture of who we are.  From a place of woundedness, we find a few 

gifts that work for us, and then we start to live off them.   

¶ The ôlittle boyõ who constantly gets picked on, may become the ônicest guy youõll ever 

meetõ purely as a defence mechanism.  In being a perfectionist, he finds safety and 

recognition. 
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¶ Or a young woman may believe that she is only loveable if she constantly achieves and thus 

learns to work really hard; turns to academia and construct a ônerdõ type personality ð 

realizing that being clever gets recognition; 

¶ We may believe that we are unlovable and thus need to invent a new self that everybody 

may admire, but that prevents us from being properly known. 

¶ The ôreligious selfõ ð throw myself into churchy things and act religiously to hide the pain 

and abuse. 

¶ The key theme in this is that it is typically a defence 

¶ Why we run from our neediness 

¶ Fear of empowering the problem ð ôif I start digging into this problem, this thing will 

overwhelm meó 

¶ Fear of losing self-determination and self-preservation ð my broken self defines me ð how 

do I go forward? 

¶ Fear of feeling (or yielding emotional control) ð it is often much safer not to feel. 

¶ The ôreligious selfõ ð òI have been a Christian all these years, I shouldnõt have this 

problemó. 

¶ High need for approval ð òIf others know my struggle, Iõll lose the basis of my acceptanceõ 

¶ Perfectionism ð living under the delusion that òif Iõm not perfect then Iõm not acceptableó ð 

we flee from the imperfect in order to convince ourselves and others that we are 

acceptable. 

¶ Faulty theology ð we may be guilty of raising the banner of Christõs victory before we have 

submitted out brokenness to him. 

¶ Flight from pain is a flight from reality ð Scott Peck, in the Road Less Travelled: òNeurosis is 

always a substitute for legitimate sufferingó 

 

Acknowledging our need for God ð The beginning of our maturity 

¶ Poverty of spirit ð Mat 5:3 òBlessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of 

heavenó 

¶ The powerful motivation of inner turmoil compels us to seek the way of the cross. 

¶ Jesus show us his healing power: 

¶ 2 Cor 8:9 òFor you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become richó 

¶ Mat 9:11-13 òéit is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn 

what this means: ôI desire mercy, not sacrificeõ.  For I have not come to call the righteous 

but sinnersõ. 
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¶ Paulõs example ð 2 Cor 12:9-10.  òBut he said to me, òMy grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weaknessó 

¶ Only the broken know they need help ð the healthy donõt need a doctor and the religious 

donõt need a saviour.  Instead of being a barrier to Christ, our neediness becomes a factor 

that propels us to him. 

¶ In facing out brokenness and the call to maturity, we have one of 3 choices: 

1. Deny our neediness 

2. Run from God and each other in fear that we will be found out for being needy and 

subject to the sinful displays of neediness 

3. Acknowledge what is actually in our lives and allow Jesus to start uncovering the cracks 

and mess of our humanity.  We do this in the well founded hope that our weakness may 

become the highway for God to encounter, heal and renew us in deep mature ways. 

 

Bibliography: 

Comiskey, A.  2000. Living Waters Manual, Desert Stream Press: Anaheim, California. 

Eldridge, J.  2001. Wild at Heart , Thomas Nelson Inc,: Nashville, Tennessee. 
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Growing in Maturity ð Seeing Godõs heart 

20 May 2007 

Philip Norton 

 

A. Introduction 

Maturity ð We have been preaching about pressing into maturity as a church and individuals, and I 

am going to continue in that vein this morning.  

Three rhetorical questions to begin: 

1. What does spiritual maturity look like? 

o Two Components 

Á Left Hand  - Personal maturity (Growing in kindness, humility, grace, being 

more sensitive to Godõs spirit, doing away with sin)  

Á Right Hand - The logical extension of all this ð bringing in Godõs Kingdom 

(Allowing God to work through us to bless those around us) 

2. Temperature check: How do people feel? 

o Is life pretty much together and cruising, or do you have a little bit of a stiff neck 

from the pressure? 

3. How often does your response to the second question dictate / guide how we respond 

to the first? 

o I think the problem is that as soon as life started getting tough ð I would just 

concentrate on making sure my Left hand was still strong 

Á My standard response would always be òLook ð Iõm not dropping the ball 

really badly, Iõm being a nice guy, kind to those around me, not getting 

caught up in any major sin or anything. Whereõs the problem??ó 

o I think the problem, is that my right hand would begin to wither -  I would forget 

that real maturity is not just about me keeping it together, its also about bringing 

in Godõs Kingdom 

o The problem this bringing in Godõs Kingdom business sounds very grandiose ð people 

say its about the rule and reign of God coming.. But even that, what does that 

mean? 

o Share on John the Baptist  

Á Started his ministry saying òRepent for the Kingdom of God is at handó  

Á Jesus comes on the scene on John recognises Him as the Messiah, the one 

who is going to bring in Godõs Kingdom. All great.  

Á Problem is John gets thrown in prison, in prison he starts having some 

doubts ð the problem is though John preached about the Kingdom coming, 
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its not really panning out how he hoped ð Heõs in jail, Romans still in 

charge. Possibly he picked the wrong guy?  

Á Jesus response in Mat 11:4 provides a true picture. In Jesus response to 

John we see him effectively spell out what the Kingdom of God looks like. 

Á  Matthew 11:4 -6 

Á I think what is on Jesusõ heart is so much more than just us coming into 

personal maturity and becoming ógood peopleó 

o My problem is that I had a shallow picture of maturity. Times would get tough ð I 

would find myself in a confined space, a òprisonó or sortsð I would say òHey it is 

tight in here!!ó  My Kingdom is at risk!!, and my inclination would be to pull back 

o I think more often than I might have thought Jesus in that time might have been 

saying to me òIs my Kingdom being tended to? How is my church? How are the poor, 

the underprivileged, the lonely?ó I think his response might be more along the lines 

of I will provide the strength, you keep on going. 

 

4. Why do I say all this? 

o I know that many of us in the church are actually going through quite trying times 

(From work to relationships to studies to finances to health) 

o My more natural inclination is to say people are stretched, lets pull back a fraction 

ð possibly rest and re-group a while ð spend some time being ministered to and the 

like  

o But I think if we are true to what we have been saying about desiring to be a 

mature people, to pull back now would not be scriptural ð it would be starting to 

value our own Kingdomõs above Godõs Kingdom, as difficult as that may sound to us 

o So I want to talk this morning about some of the right handed stuff of maturity ð 

which feels really challenging, because it feels like we adding more to what is 

already a full plate ð but I think we all know that in the body, if either hand 

becomes too strong or too weak, the body in effect becomes deformed 

 

5. To those who are battling, I think this is Godõs Word for you: 

o Psalm 23 ð You see Christ does not promise to take us out of the valley of death ð 

he says he will comfort us in it. He does promise that goodness and love will follow 

us all the days of our life though 

o I think as a church we need to be pressing forward into everything that God has 

called us to ð but as individuals we need to be able to hand our burdens over to God 

to find his comfort as we walk through difficult valleys 
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B. Introduction to Isaiah  

 

I started reading the book of Isaiah a couple of weeks ago, and from the very first chapter I have 

been challenged. Isaiah 1:16 -17 

¶ I have been struck most by Godõs heart; how gentle it is for those who have little.  

¶ I have also been impacted reading Godõs frustration with the Israelites ð how they are doing 

all this religious stuff but none of them are doing the things which are really meaningful to 

Him 

¶ Iõm going to teach a little from  Isaiah 58  

o It pulls no punches in this chapter ð which could rub you up the wrong way. Rather 

than hearing me and trying to figure out whether Iõm insulting you or not, try hear 

Godõs heart, hear what frustrates him and what pleases Him 

 

Isaiah 58:1 -9 

¶ No doubt it is a hectic chapter ð we can already see that in v1 in Godõs encouragement to 

Isaiah to speak up.  The poor guy was probably scared out of his wits! 

¶ I want to speak from this chapter, because of two things: 

o I think it shows Godõs desire for us just seek to him wholeheartedly, to have a 

relationship with Him which goes way past simply doing the church thing on Sunday 

o The second thing is I think it gives a little more detail on where Godõs heart is 

Á Or put another way, I think it gives us a glimpse into aspects of the type of 

Kingdom he would have us be part of building (The right hand I referred to 

earlier) 

 

C. Godõs desire for us to seek Him wholeheartedly  

¶ So the Israelites are Godõs people ð kind of like his chosen tribe - and I think what we see 

here is his frustration with them 

¶ Not so much, I think, that they get things wrong.  I think more that they are playing games 

with God 

¶ The Israelites make as if they want to really seek after God but in so many ways they show 

their communicated intentions to be false 

¶ They communicate their apparent desire to seek God in all the following ways: 

o V2: They seem eager to seek me 

o V2: They ask me for just decisions 

o V2: They seem eager for God to come near them 

o V3: They have fasted 

o V3: They have humbled themselves 
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¶ Does not look as if these guys are doing too badly; seems like they are pretty keen to know 

God 

¶ However ð This is where God comes and gives an almighty BUT ð heõs mad. Why? They act as 

if they want to follow Him, but back at the ranch they live their lives a different way: 

o V2: Forsaken the commands of God 

o V3: When they fast they do as they please 

o V3: On the day of their fast they exploit their workers 

o V4: They fight and quarrel when their fast comes to an end 

o V5: They expect to be heard by God after only one days fasting 

¶ I actually find it quite a scary piece of scripture 

o God draws a massive line in the sand and says: This is what you say ð This is what 

you do. Do they tally? 

 

D. Grace? 

¶ I guess this is a really logical point to jump in and say, òBut Jesus! Did he not kind of do the 

work?ó 

¶ Read Ephesians 2: 8 -10 

o Saved completely by grace  

o Created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared for us in advance to 

do 

o Story of the criminal on the cross near Jesus: He could do absolutely nothing to 

earn his salvation 

¶ Read Ephesians 4: 17: -10 

o I think it is spelt out really clearly: our lives have to be different 

o God does indeed draw a line in the sand between what we communicate to our 

Christian buddies and how we live our lives 

o The good news is that he does not leave us alone to suddenly lead these 

transformed lives, but he gives us the Holy Spirit to help us work out these new 

lives we have 

¶ So now that I have completely freaked everyone out ð lets just look briefly at a couple of 

ways the Israelites were getting it wrong, so we can avoid making the same mistakes and 

then we can look at some of the things that really matter to God 

 

E. Potholes where we fall into hypocrisy  

Israelites are exploiting their workers  Although I donõt think any of us are running Chinese 

sweatshops, I think there are a couple of questions we can ask ourselves in this regard, whether we 

are employers or employees, student or otherwise: 
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1.  Dodgy Money ð v3  

o Proverbs talks about how the Lord detests dishonest scales. What does than mean 

for us? 

o  Though we no longer use scales, do we charge people a fair price for the services 

they perform for us? Or do we see them as suckers and milk them? 

Á  Do we pay our domestics a fair wage? Students do we work the system 

using each others work to get good marks? 

2.  Dodgy Bosses - Ephesians talks about obeying your employers with respect. (Same applies 

for the Employer ð Employee relationship) 

o  Interestingly it does not talk about showing respect to bosses who naturally 

command or deserve respect. If we did that we would be no different from the 

world. It simply says respect your boss. Fullstop. Some of us may have difficult 

bosses/grumpy bosses/unreasonable bosses/immoral bosses. Treat them with 

respect.  

3.  Loose Tongues - Isaiah goes on to talk about doing away with the pointing finger and 

malicious talk. We could talk on this for a long while.  

o I think we can fool ourselves in this; we fool ourselves thinking that when we are 

simply telling facts and enquiring facts we are avoiding the pointing finger and 

malicious talk.  

o Run from such things! 

4.  Blowing trumpets - Are we generous in singing the praises of others and stingy in what we 

claim for ourselves?  

o Joburg has such a strong drive in the work place to make it happen for yourself.  

The problem is that self promotion flies in the face of scripture. Simple question: 

will we trust God to promote?  

o Read Joseph as a story of someone who was simply faithful in what was given to 

him and God did all the promoting 

5.  Smooth Criminals - I came across this in scripture the other day ð and I underlined it, 

because I think itõs one which needs more careful attention in my life. The proverb was this 

ò If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestableó   

o The society we live in condones and even encourages breaking the law. We have 

become moral judges, which assume some laws are worth keeping and others 

simply silly.  

o Listening to one of the Alpha videos recently I was staggered and extremely glad to 

hear that Alice Cooper had become a Christian. He was a bad boy rocker through 

and through. (Man who sang, òBe cruel to your school in the name of rock and 

rolló). This is what he had to say, òBecoming a Christian is the most rebellious thing 
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Iõve ever done. It takes nothing to get drunk and trash a hotel room, but to try live 

a life like Jesus led, thatõs something else entirelyó 

o Itõs easy to break the law, itõs easy to sing your own praises, to gossip, to complain 

about bosses and for some of us to tilt the money scales in our favour; itõs another 

thing entirely to live out the kind of life God calls us to live at work. 

6. Dam busters  - Proverbs 17:14 - Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the 

matter before dispute breaks out.  

o Can anyone identify with this? How often is this true in our lives? A couple of 

relatively innocuous barbed comments and suddenly, like in cartoons, the 20 pound 

hammers are out.  

o Occasionally the thought may cross your mind, how did I get here? Drop the matter 

before it starts.  

o Being a peacemaker demands that we forfeit our right to be right. We forfeit our 

right to win arguments.  

 

I think God is quite ok with us not having it all together ð he knows that we are weak. But what he 

does demand is that we quit the games. It says in Galations, òDo not be deceived. God cannot be 

mocked.ó 

 

Where there are aspects in our lives that are broken and need work, will we bring them 

before God and ask for His forgiveness and help?  

 

F. Loving What God Loves 

 

I think if I would really like anything to really sink in through this sermon itõs this next little piece: 

how much God cares for those who can barely help themselves. If we can capture something of that 

I think we may start getting a picture of what an amazing God we serve. How gentle He is. How 

good He is. If we can just grasp that it will change everything. 

 

Read: Isaiah 58:6-7:  

Read: James 1:27-30  

We have talked a little here about keeping ourselves pure from the world.  Can we do the rest? 

 

A last piece of scripture that captured my heart on this issue: 

Isaiah 56: 3 -6 òI remember when I read this, I got a lump in my throat. I think the reason why is it 

just stuck in my heart that God sees us all as individuals. He sees each of our deepest fears and 

hurts. Here we see His heart for the eunuchõs those who were treated by everyone as individuals 
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who were substandard as outsiders ð Here we see Godõs Word for them I see you. I see your fear 

that your line will end, that you will never have sonõs or daughters. I will give you a home and a 

legacy in my Kingdom that will never end. 

 

Two things God would have us do as go about bringing in glimpses of His Kingdom here in 

Joburg  

1. Stand up for the oppressed  

o  I think this simply to engage in causes greater than our own 

o Those who donõt have the ability to stand up for themselves to take the 

responsibility for taking us their cause 

Á It may be on a massive scale like William Wilberforce or Martin Luther King 

Junior did taking on issues like slavery, or it may be really simple like 

standing up for someone at work or school who canõt do it that well for 

themselves 

 

2. Take care of the disadvantaged 

o Scripture is littered with God calling us to feed the hungry, to clothe the hungry, to 

look after Widows, to look after orphans  - but I think we often blind ourselves to 

these calls because we donõt know where to start 

o Iõm not going to try stand up here and try give you practical solutions and pointers 

on this issue. Thatõs for you to come up with. 

o Poverty and need is an epidemic in Joburg.  Dean said some wise words on this 

issue about a month ago. Start with simply opening your eyes to the poor around 

you. I donõt think God will hold us accountable for not solving Joburgõs poverty 

o Proverbs 21:13 says this ô If a man shuts his eyes to the cry of the poor, he too will 

cry out and not be answeredõ  

o Start simply ð open your eyes, open your hands ð make a difference to someone 

o If your heart has become hard read the scriptures, examine them for what God says 

on the issue, ask God to open your heart to what matters to Him 

o The verse we read earlier on from Ephesians 2: talked about us being created for 

good works ð I really believe that we have been created to be so much more than 

just ònice peopleó that with God working through us we can do amazing things to 

change this place where we live 
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Striving for Maturity 

27 May 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

  
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to 

take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet 

to have taken hold of  it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining  toward what is 

ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize  for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus. 

15All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think 

differently, that too God will make clear to you.  

Philippians 3:12 -15 

 

1. Learning to walk 

¶ Learning to walk is part of the maturing process 

¶ It's a natural instinct, but it is not effort free 

¶ It doesn't happen by accident either; it requires intent 

¶ There is strain and effort involved 

¶ In the straining and striving muscles are built up to enable her to walk in the future 

¶ As a father I encourage my childõs striving and sometimes deliberately manufacture 

situations that are difficult, but beneficial in the long run (I put the toys just out of reach) 

¶ My child thinks the toy is her primary goal, but I know that there are larger things at stake 

¶ It's the same with God and us 

 

2. Whoever said that striving was wrong? 

¶ If something is worth having or achieving we are not hesitant to strive to achieve it, to put 

our shoulder to the wheel and labour in order to see that thing brought about 

¶ Spiritual maturity is worthy of striving 

¶ Paul has that in mind in Philippians 

Jesus has taken hold of him so he strives/presses on to take hold of that for which Jesus 

took hold of him 

He strains toward what lies ahead 

  

[Rest en route is not wrong: running a marathon is about striving and straining, but we take 

drinks along the way and we run through mist tunnels to refresh us - striving towards maturity 

is the same: we run the race, and take refreshment as and when we need it] 
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3. We need to understand why we are striving to become more mature 

¶ It is what our Father desires for us 

¶ He doesn't desire it for us in some kind of stern, headmaster-ish kind of way, but as a loving 

Father who longs to be with and enjoy the company of his children 

¶ Emma and I on holiday in Geneva: 

o I loved being with Emma in France & Geneva 

o It wasn't a chore or a burden to have her with us 

o Why? Because she's my child and I love her.  Her being there made the trip even 

more fun. 

o But I can't wait for her to be a bit older so that I can share even more with her 

o There is so much more to experience in Geneva than a pram  on a sunny day and a 

small bite of Mövenpick ice cream 

o If she is to appreciate and enjoy those things she will need to mature some more 

o Itõs the same with us and God 

¶ God is not out to make our lives miserable, but to open up ever more spacious places for us 

to walk in, but to walk into those things requires that we grow in maturity (so that we're 

better able to handle it, better able to enjoy it, better able to make the most of it). 

   

1 But now, this is what the LORD saysñ 

he who created you, O Jacob,  

he who formed you, O Israel:  

"Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  

I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  

2 When you pass through the waters,  

I will be with you;  

and when you pass through the rivers,  

they will not sweep over you.  

When you walk through the fire,  

you will not be burned;  

the flames will not set you ablaze.  

3 For I am the LORD, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;  

I give Egypt for your ransom,  

Cush [a] and Seba in your stead.  

4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,  

and because I love you, 

I will give men in exchange for you,  

http://www.ibs.org/niv/passagesearch.php?passage_request=Isaiah+43&submit=Lookup&display_option=columns&niv=yes#fen-NIV-18509a
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and people in exchange for your life.  

Isaiah 43:1-4 

 

4. Maturity is required in order for us to do the work of the Father 

  

4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no one 

can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." John 9:4  

¶ Doing the Father's work will demand greater levels of maturity from us 

¶ We do not give weighty tasks to babies, only to those who are more mature 

¶ It's the same with God and his work: he entrusts the weightier tasks to those who are 

mature enough to carry them out 

¶ Emma on this trip: 

o Doing her father's business required greater levels of maturity from Emma than she 

had displayed previously 

o It required more of her, it required her to do things requiring greater maturity (go 

to sleep later, wake up earlier, put up with different surroundings etc) 

o It's the same with us and the Father's business - to do the work of the Father will 

require us to increase in maturity and will demand sacrifices of us 
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Unity of Vision and Purpose 

27 May 2007 

Rebecca Rouillard 

 

INTRO ð Why is unity important? 

 

Not about singing and holding hands? 

 

Part of maturity is living in unity with one another. Our salvation is about so much more than us 

individually, God is redeeming a people, a brideéthe church. Not lots of separate individuals. In our 

maturity this is where we are headingé (Weõre not heading for the top of Maslowõs hierarchy) 

 

1. Unity is one of the end goals of our maturing process 

 

Jesus prays for his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: (John 17) 

òHoly Father, protect them by the power of your nameñthe name you gave meñso that they may 

be one as we are one. 

 

Jesus also prays for all believers: 

My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory 

that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be 

brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as 

you have loved me. 

  

2. Unity was important to Jesus! To let the world know that God sent Jesus and that God loves 

them. 

 

Just a thought: 

If this is the case we need to be careful about our attitudes towards our denominational and 

theological differences with other churchesé The curch is the church universal. Not just my church. 

It is Satanõs strategy to divide the church. (Especially those of us who consider ourselves more 

theologically liberal) From the beginning this was always an issueéeg Canon (Da Vinci Code) 

 

www.ibs.org 

 

Psalm 133:1 -3 
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How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  

It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,  

running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his robes.  

It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Moun t Zion.  

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.  

 

The Oil of Aaronõs Anointing saturated all the hair of his beard and ran down on his priestly robes, 

signifying his total consecration to holy service. (Saturating not dabbing ð visual image) Similarly, 

brotherly harmony, like the oil, sanctifies Godõs people. 

 

3. Our unity is a means to our consecration/sanctification 

 

The Dew of Mount Hermon was very profuse and would have made Mount Zion richly fruitful. 

 

4. Our unity brings about fruitfulness & blessing 

 

THREE PROGRESSIVE STEPS TO UNITY IN THE CHURCH 

 

1. Conflict Resolution 

 

The lowest common denominator; a basis to work from. 

 

Matthew 18:1 -20 

A Brother Who Sins Against You  

"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he 

listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others 

along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testim ony of two or three witnesses.' If he 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 

him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  

"I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in h eaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven.  

"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for 

you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with 

them."  

 

¶ Begin one on one. Go to your brotherédonõt send him an email! 

¶ Presume they have good motives and there has just been a misunderstanding. NB Language. 

¶ Especially leadership, make sure itõs resolved, presume we meant well! 
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¶ Only take it to someone else if you canõt resolve it just the two of you! 

¶ Then donõt recruit 17 friends to be on your side and gang up on other person. 2 or 3. 

¶ Kick them out of the church last resort, if they are injuring other people. 

¶ Binding and loosing to do with relationships not spiritual warfare. 

¶ When our relationships are bound up there are spiritual blessings that are bound up and not 

released too. 

¶ Two or three come together more about unity than getting up numbers for a petition so we 

can get what we want. Not just physically togetherétogether in unity of spirit. 

 

2. Forgiveness 

 

Better than conflict resolution. Rather forgive. (Immediately after in scripture) Conflict resolution 

is fine but if we are always doing conflict resolution with each other we start to get the feeling that 

everyone if miffed with us all the time. (eg. the Office) 

 

Matthew 18:20 -35 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant  

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he 

sins against me? Up to seven times?"  

Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy -seven times. 

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 

As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since 

he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his w ife and his children and all that he 

had be sold to repay the debt.  

"The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back 

everything.' The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  

"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.  

"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, an d I will pay you back.'  

"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 

debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and 

told their master everything that had ha ppened.  

"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of 

yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 

on you?' In anger his master turned him over to the jailer s to be tortured, until he should pay back 

all he owed.  

"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 

heart."  
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¶ Be forgetful 

¶ Remember what weõve done latelyéweõve been forgiven much! Pot & Kettle! (Rob & 

Hayley) 

¶ Presume they meant well, had good motives 

¶ Donõt take everything personally 

¶ Get over it, if you are stewing then rather say something! 

 

3. Unity of Vision & Purpose 

 

Haggai 1:2-15 

Have always thought of this book financially and personally, but not corporately. 

 

¶ Procrastination, Iõm busy right now, Iõll get there later 

¶ Cheated out of fruit/blessing ð purse with holes 

¶ Why - "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own 

house.ó 

¶ The whole remnant of the people heard and obeyed 

¶ Because they heard and obeyed, God was with them and stirred their spirits and enable 

them to do the work. 

 

Haggai 2:1-9 

¶ Be strong, I am with you, I will fulfil what I have covenanted with you, my spirit remains 

among you, do not fear. 

¶ The glory of the latter house was greater than the former house (the church in 

Melville/Johannesburg ð age of despair for the church) 

¶ From this day on I will bless youé (because they came together in unity of vision & purpose, 

building Godõs house not their own.  

¶ About purpose, not just vision 

 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

 

How do we become unified in vision & purpose? 

1. Everyone must join Facebook J 

2. Get to know the values of the church. (watch this preaching space) 

3. Come to the Prayer Meeting, listen to prophetic words 

4. Join a home group (push in to the centre of the circle/front of the triangle) 

5. Read our communication material 

¶ Month Planner 

¶ Notice Board 

¶ Artwork/Banners 

¶ Emails 

¶ Visitorõs Packs 

¶ Z-Fold Flyer ð on the way (values etc.) 
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¶ Website ð being updated 

6. Listen to the themes of the preaching (get the CD if you were away) 

7. Get involved with what weõre doing, not just your own initiatives 

8. Use òweó not òIó 

9. Invite us round for dinner 
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We Donõt Mature Overnight 

3 June 2007 

Grant Little 

 

The story of Joseph (Gen 37 ð 46 ð excl 38). 

 

¶ Receive Godõs plans for your life 

¶ Trust in God regardless of circumstances or what others do 

¶ Stop trusting in ourselves 

¶ Be aware of and filled with Godõs Spirit 

¶ Allow the Lord to raise us up ð in His time 

¶ Then òJust do itó ð be obedient when the time is right 

 

Steps to realise a fulfilled vision 

 

1. Ponder Godõs vision for your life (Gen 37 v 5 ð 11) 

And Joseph dreamed a dream and told it  to his brothers. And they hated him still more.  

And he said to them, I pray you, Hear this dream which I have dreamed. For behold! We were 

binding sheaves in the middle of the field, and lo, my sheaf arose and also stood upright. And 

behold, your sheaves stood around and bowed down to my sheaf. And his brothers said to him, 

Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have the rule over us? And they hated him still 

more for his dreams and for his words.  

And he dreamed still another dream, and told it to his brothers. And he said, Behold, I have 

dreamed another dream. And behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars bowed down to 

me. And he told it  to his father and to his brothers. And his father rebuked him and said to him, 

What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I, and your mother, and your brothers indeed 

come to bow ourselves to the earth before you? And his brothers were jealous of him. But his 

father observed the saying.  

 

2. Expect Godõs favour (Gen 39 v 4 & 21) 

Gen 39:4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him. And he  made him overseer over 

his house, and he put into his hand all he had.   

Gen 39:21 But Jehovah was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight 

of the keeper of the prison.   
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3. Remain faithful and donõt compromise (Gen 39 v 9) 

There is none greater in this house than I. Neither has he kept back anything from me except you, 

because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  

 

4. Believe that God is sufficient (Gen 41 v 14 ð 57) 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph. And they hurried him out of the dungeon. And he shaved and 

changed his clothing, and came in to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I have dreamed a 

dream, and none can interpret it. And I have heard it about you, saying, you can understand a 

dream to interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, Not I. God shall answer the welfare 

of Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, In my dream, behold! I stood upon the bank of the river. 

And behold, there came up out of the river seven cows, beautiful in appearance and fat of flesh. 

And they fed in the reeds. And behold, seven other cows came up after them, poor and evil of 

appearance, and lean of flesh, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness. And the 

lean and the evil -appearing cows ate up the first seven fat cows. And when they had eaten them 

up, it could not be seen that they had eaten them; but they were still evil of appearance, as at 

the beginning. And I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and behold, seven ears came up in one stock, 

fu ll and good. And behold, seven ears, withered, thin, blasted by the east wind, sprang up after 

them. And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears. And I spoke to the magicians, but there 

was none that could open it  to me. And Joseph said to Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one. God 

has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do.  

The seven good cows are seven years. And the seven good ears are seven years. The dream is one. 

And the seven thin and evil -appearing cows that came up after them are seven years. And the 

seven empty ears blasted with  the east wind shall be seven years of famine.  

This is the thing which God has spoken to Pharaoh; what God is about to do, He shows to Pharaoh. 

Behold, there are  coming seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. And there 

shall arise after them seven years of famine. And all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of 

Egypt, and the famine shall consume the land. And the plenty shall not be kno wn in the land 

because of the famine following; for it shall be very grievous. And since the dream was repeated 

to Pharaoh twice, it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to 

pass.  

Now therefore let Pharaoh look for a ma n who is discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 

Egypt. Let Pharaoh act, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of 

the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of those good 

years that come, and lay up grain under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 

That food shall be for a store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the 

land of Egypt, so that the land does not perish through the fam ine. And the thing was good in the 
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eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said to his servants, Can we find 

any man like this, in whom the Spirit of God is?  

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God has shown you all this, no one is as discreet and wise as 

you. You shall be over my house, and all my people shall kiss the hand at your word. Only in the 

throne will I be greater than you. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set you over all the land 

of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off hi s ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand. And he 

dressed him with fine linen robes, and put a gold chain around his neck. And he made him to ride 

in the second chariot which he had, and they cried before him, Bow the knee! And he made him 

ruler over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without a word 

from you, no man shall lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called 

Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah. And he gave him Asenath, the daughter of P otipherah, priest of 

On, for his wife. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt. And Joseph was thirty years old 

when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from before Pharaoh, and went 

throughout all the land of Egypt.  

And in the seven years of plenty, the earth brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the 

food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and he put food in the cities. He put the 

food of the field which was around every city; he put it in among it. A nd Joseph gathered grain 

like the sand of the sea, very much, until he quit numbering it; for it was without number. And 

two sons were born to Joseph before the years of famine came, whom Asenath the daughter of 

Potipherah priest of On bore to him. And Jos eph called the name of the first -born Manasseh, 

saying, For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's house. And the name of the 

second he called Ephraim, saying, For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 

affliction. And the seven  years of plenty that was in the land of Egypt ended.  

And the seven years of famine began to come, according as Joseph had said. And the famine was in 

all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was 

famished, th e people cried to Pharaoh for bread. And Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, Go to 

Joseph. What he says to you, do. And the famine was over all the face of the earth. And Joseph 

opened all the storehouses, and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine was sever e on the land of 

Egypt. And all the earth came into Egypt to buy, to Joseph, because the famine was severe in all 

the earth.  

 

5. Trust in Godõs divine provision and timing (Gen 45 v 7) 

And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, an d to save your lives by 

a great deliverance.  

 

The story of Joseph (Gen 37 ð 50 ð excl 38): 

¶ Born into a big family 
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¶ Dadõs favourite son 

¶ Gets a vision from God 

¶ Has the courage to let people know what it is 

¶ Ridiculed & persecuted because of it 

¶ Things fall apart 

¶ Seems to be getting a lucky break after being sold into slavery with Potiphar 

¶ Things fall apart (again) 

¶ Keeps the faith and interprets the dreams 

¶ Cupbearer to pass on his good word 

¶ Things fall apart (again) 

¶ Pharaoh has a bad night 

¶ Joseph steps up to the plate and hits a home run ð because he remained ready and faithful 

to God and the vision he gave him. 

 

So how can we remain faithful when things donõt seem to be going according to plan? 

 

So what is the crux of this, and how does it relate to maturity? 

¶ Story of a guy who seemed to have it made. 

¶ 10 older brothers to stick up for him 

¶ A dad who really spoilt him 

¶ God gives him this amazing vision 

But 

¶ Things fall apart a few times 

Yet 

¶ Joseph chose to remain faithful to both God and the vision given to him, 

¶ Did not compromise ð he was handsome ð he was alone with a woman who owned him (and 

wanted him) ð no pussy footing around the issue here ð this makes òDays of our Livesó look 

really tame. Took it on the chin ð going to prison when he was innocent. 

¶ Again ð was in prison for a long time ð yet remained hearing from God ð dreams of baker and 

cup bearer. 

¶ Not afraid to tell the truth of Godõs word (to the baker).  Again, no compromise. 

¶ God was his provision when things were not going well. 

And 

¶ When the TIME WAS RIGHT took his place at the plate ð and again spoke Godõs word ð even 

to the highest authority in the world (then) ð Gen 41v38 (Pharaoh saw Spirit of God in 
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Joseph) ð but gave God the GLORY (Gen 41:16  And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, Not I. 

God shall answer the welfare of Pharaoh. ) 

¶ Given a task he did not study for ð no rising through the ranks 

¶ But again ð with his faith and readiness to accept where God put him ð he embraced it. 

Now 

¶ He had to learn lessons during his time in prison. 

¶ He probably would not have been in a position to forgive his brothers ð if he became #2 in 

Egypt from Potipharõs house. 

¶ Forgave his brothers ð reunited with his father ð his dreams finally fulfilled (brothers bowing 

before him) 

 

Do you have a plan/vision/passion that God has given you? 

 

What has gone wrong or where are you pushing in your own strength? 

 

Where do you need to submit to Godõs Spirit and allow Him to raise you up? 

 

Pray for Godõs divine timing and provision.  Allow yourself to move towards the maturity that God 

requires of you before you can fulfill what is needed.  

 

Summary 

¶ Receive Godõs plans for your life 

¶ Trust in God regardless of circumstances or what others do 

¶ Stop trusting in ourselves 

¶ Be aware of and filled with Godõs Spirit 

¶ Allow the Lord to raise us up ð in His time 

¶ Then òJust do itó ð be obedient when the time is right 

 

Put differently: 

¶ Learn to live by faith ð regardless of current circumstances 

¶ Trust in GOD ð not yourself (or others) 

¶ Be filled with the Spirit 

¶ Allow the Lord to raise us up at the right time (be ready & be obedient) 
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What Does a Mature Church Look Like? 

3 June 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith 

God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do 

not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift 

is prophesying, let him use i t in proportion to his[ b]faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is 

teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs 

of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing 

mercy, let him do it cheerfully.   9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cl ing to what is good. 

10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be 

lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

    14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice; 

mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing 

to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  

    17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If 

it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, m y 

friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says 

the Lord. 20On the contrary:  

   "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  

      if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  

   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.  

Romans 12:3-21 

 

Thus far weõve spoken about maturity principally in terms of us as individuals working out and 

growing in our faith, but that does not exhaust the call to maturity.  The church is not just a 

collection of increasingly mature Christians.  The church, as the body of believers, should also grow 

in maturity.  We cannot afford to focus only on individuals; we also need to seek the maturity of 

the whole body.  That being the case, what does a mature church look like?   

 

 

 

http://www.ibs.org/niv/passagesearch.php?passage_request=Romans%2012&niv=yes#fen-NIV-28237b
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1. Devoted to and honouring one another 

¶ Romans 12:10 - 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another 

above yourselves. 

¶ How devoted are we to one another?  Do we seek the good for each other?  Do we 

honour one another? 

2. Zealous and full of spiritual fervour in service of the King 

¶ Romans 12:11 - 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 

the Lord.  

¶ How do we maintain and stoke our zeal (passion) as a church?   

¶ Hebrews 10:25 - Do not give up meeting together as some are in the habit, 

but encourage one another ð and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.  

¶ We gather together to worship and to pray 

¶ We have fun together as a church.  Let us not lose sight of the value of 

laughter and of being friends together.  Being part of the church can be 

tiring, but it shouldnõt be tiresome. 

¶ Much of it comes down to a heart decision ð we speak to our souls and 

command them to be zealous: Psalm 42:11, Psalm 43:5 - Why are you 

downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, 

for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.  

3. Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn 

¶ Romans 12:15 - 15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who  mourn.   

¶ A mature church knows how to identify with the joys and the suffering of those in 

the body. 

¶ For those who are rejoicing it requires being able to mourn with those who 

are mourning 

¶ For those who are mourning it requires being able to rejoice with those who 

are rejoicing 

4. Live in harmony with one another 

¶ Romans 12:16 - 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be 

willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  

¶ Unity is not an optional extra.  Something we hope for, but donõt necessarily strive 

for. 

¶ Unity in the church is one of Jesusõ key prayers (John 17).  If it was important 

enough for Jesus to pray it, itõs important enough for us to pursue it as a church. 

¶ A mature church does not tolerate favouritism.  We are to be a house of prayer for 

all nations (the whole shooting match).  
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Juggling Lifeõs Demands 

10 June 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon 

you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  

Matthew 11:28 -30 

 

There are so many demands on our time that much of life can become an endless juggling act that 

leaves us exhausted, irritable, bitter and weighed down by a constant nagging sense of guilt.  If we 

prioritise one thing over another there is always some other voice wailing for attention and 

demanding our time.  And then church comes along and adds to the demands and the guilt.  This is 

not how it should be.  So how do we manage the multiple demands on our life in a way that honours 

God and doesnõt leave us burned out? 

 

1. Carry the right burdens: Godõs 

o If we are weary and stretched too thin we need to check that weõre not carrying 

burdens God never gave us to carry. 

o Rest for our souls lies in taking on the burden and the yoke that God gives.  Too 

often we rush around trying to carry burdens that are illegitimate and tire ourselves 

out.  If we are not watchful the world can load us down with burdens that, while 

not necessarily wrong in and of themselves, are wrong for us: status, career 

advancement, work hard, play hard, study, be active in the community, contribute 

to society. 

o In the church, too, it is possible to take on burdens that are not ours to carry.  If 

weõre not careful we can be swept up in everything that needs to be done and miss 

the thing that weõre supposed to be doing.  We need always to be asking what is 

the yoke and the burden that God has placed on our shoulders. 

o Luke 10:40-41 ð the things that Martha was burdened with were not from Jesus.  

They were not wrong in and of themselves, but at that moment there was another, 

lighter burden for her; a far better thing. 

o Sometimes work is the burden God has placed on our shoulders.  We need to be 

careful not to think that the only legitimate burden is full time paid ministry. 

o Fatigue comes when weõre juggling balls God never gave us to juggle. 
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2. There is renewal in doing the Fatherõs work 

o John 4:30 ð òMy food,ó said Jesus, òis to do the will of him who sent me and to 

finish his work.ó 

o Doing the Fatherõs work sustains us and gives us energy 

o 24Now I rejoice  in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still 

lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the 

church. 25I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to 

you the word of God in its fullness ñ 26the mystery that has been kept hidden for 

ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To them God has chosen 

to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

28We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 

we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29To this end I labor, struggling with 

all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.  Colossians 1:28-29 

o  Godõs energy for Godõs work.  Godõs anointing (power) is given in order to 

accomplish Godõs work. 

 

3. Cherish the church 

o Time spent with Godõs people is not time wasted.   

o 4I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; 

in all our troubles my joy kn ows no bounds.  

5For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were 

harassed at every turn ñconflicts on the outside, fears within. 6But God, who 

comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his 

coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing 

for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater 

than ever.  2 Corinthians 7:4-7 

o Cherish your time with the church ð there is encouragement and strength there.  

Too often church is the first thing to be jettisoned after a busy week or in the midst 

of a myriad competing demands.  But if you are tired, harassed and running from 

pillar to post then gathering with the church is not part of the problem, but part of 

the solution. 

o God refreshes us through his people.  God encouraged Paul through Titus. 

o Drinking coffee together is not wasted time; itõs vital!  Let us not be ruled by the 

tyranny of the clock when we gather together.  Too often we move faster than 

God. 
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o And if no one is encouraging you consider whom you may encourage when the 

church gathers.  You are never the only one facing difficult or trying times. 

 

4. Take time out 

o Take a day off and do something that you find relaxing. 

o Take a holiday.  (We do need to be careful, however, not to think of holidays as a 

cure all for fatigue.  Sometimes holidays can make the problem worse, not better) 

o Donõt overlook the value of moments of rest taken during the day.  Not necessarily 

power naps, but a few moments taken to gather your breath and slow things down 

a bit. 

o In all of this remember that the Sabbath is Godõs and is intended for his purposes.  

Isaiah 58:13-14.  Ask God how he would have you spend your free time. 

 

5. Suck it up! 

o 1 These are the nations the LORD left to test all those Israelites who had not 

experienced any of the wars in Canaan 2 (he did this only to teach warfare to the 

descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous battle experience): 3 the 

five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites 

living in the Lebanon mountains from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath.   Judges 

3:1-3 

o We need to discern the times in God. 

o Sometimes God increases the load on us in order to increase our capacity and our 

effectiveness in his kingdom.  Not every period of fatigue requires a holiday.  Some 

require us to swing the sword all the more. 

o God sends battles our way to teach us the art of war.  Running from the battle 

front to take a snooze is not the optimum strategy. 

o Be accountable this and ask for help in discerning the times. 

 

6. We have greater reserves at our disposal than we think 

o 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family [a] in 

heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he 

may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that 

Christ ma y dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledgeñthat you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 

of God.  

http://www.ibs.org/niv/passagesearch.php?passage_request=Ephesians%203&niv=yes#fen-NIV-29251a
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20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glo ry in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.  

Ephesians 3:14-21 

o God has put his Spirit in us (2 Corinthians 1:22).  We draw from deep wells.  If you 

are running on empty ask God to pour out his Spirit on you. 

 

God doesnõt give us more time, he gives us more grace. 
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Waiting As a Means to Maturity and a Sign of Maturity 

17 June 2007 

Sean Callaghan 

 

So, whatõs happening with the Callaghan family? 

¶ More than a year ago we felt God ask us to hand the church over to Paul and Rebecca and 

to plant in NYC 

¶ We had some really encouraging early signs 

o We have substantial funders on board 

o We sold our home without going to market 

o We had a green card sponsor for our visas 

¶ In May we moved out of our house, sold all our furniture etc 

¶ Immigration had said that they would let us know by end May ð they didnõt 

¶ There is no indication as to when they will 

¶ We are currently house-sitting until beginning of August 

¶ Thereafter we have no idea where we are staying 

¶ Right now we are waiting 

 

We have had one consistent prophetic promise given to us by different people: 

 I will go before you and will level the mountains;  

 I will break down the gates of bronze and cut through bars o f iron.  

 I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.  

 So that you may know that I am the Lord,  

The God who summons you by name.  Isaiah 45:2&3 

 

Out of that context I want to preach about waiting both as a means to maturity and proof of 

maturity 

 

1. Waiting Sucks   

We all know that, thatõs why we eat fast food, drink instant coffee, hate traffic and queues, but at 

a much deeper level it sucks the life out of you unless you learn its rhythms 

 

Those of us who have kids know that one of the things they canõt do is wait.  They are not mature 

enough to wait.  But as they grow they start to show the signs of maturity ð they learn to wait.  At 

first they wait badly.  They wait to talk to you by tapping on your leg, or saying, òDad, Dad, Dad, 

Dad, Dad, Dad,ó or by sulking, because now they have forgotten what they want to say. 
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There is a difference between waiting badly and waiting well. 

One of the sure signs of maturity is oneõs capacity to wait well. 

 

Intuitively we know that learning to wait is part of growing up, but we donõt really believe it, not 

at a macro scale.  We might agree that waiting for sex until we are married is the right thing to do, 

BUT often we donõt actually because the waiting is too difficult or marriage is taking too long. 

   

We might think that debt is unhelpful BUT we spend on credit because the waiting is too difficult or 

saving is taking too long. 

 

Even good things like salvation: We might believe in process evangelism, BUT we often force the 

issue because we think the Holy Spirit is just taking too long.  

 

So letõs look at some of the waiting in the bible and see how it really is a sign of maturity 

 

We have no idea what waiting really is.  Look at the history of Israel: 

¶ In Egypt for 400 years 

¶ Moses wanted to free his people but it took another 40 years 

¶ The guys in exile in Babylon were told to settle down and wait for 70 years 

 

Abram is a good case study: 

¶ Abram was 75 when God promised him a son (Gen 12:4) 

¶ Abram was 85 when he decided to make his own plan with Hagar (Gen 16:16) 

¶ Abram was 100 when Isaac was born (Gen 21:5) 

¶ He hung in there for 10 years, then had real moment of weakness  

¶ He then pulls himself towards himself and waits for another 15 years  

¶ 25 years and still God decides to test him by asking him to sacrifice Isaac 

 

1. We need a new perspective on time: 

¶ In our 20s we think time is short.  Weõve got to make it happen.  No, you donõt! 

¶ We need a 50 year perspective, not a 5 year one or a 5 week one 

2. We need to learn to slow down 

3. We need to understand rhythm: 

¶ We have lost our rhythm 

¶ We eat junk food and vitamins 

¶ We sit at the office all day and go to gym at night 

¶ Weõve lost our spiritual rhythms as well 
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2. Waiting Is a Means to Maturity 

The bible often uses the term persevere ð the KJV uses the word òpatience,ó which really is 

another way of saying òwait well.ó 

 

James 1: 2-4 

Your faith is tested to develop perseverance/patience/ a capacity to wait well 

Perseverance/patience must finish its work (of creating that capacity to wait) 

 So that you will be mature, complete, not lacking in anything 

 

Heb 10: 23-25 &35-36 

 Hold unswervingly ð donõt flinch ð have patience 

Did you notice the AND at the beginning of verse 24 ð that links the next statement to the 

previous one 

 How?  Keep meeting together to encourage each other ð to not flinch 

 Why?  Because òhe who promised is faithfuló  

 AND look at verse 19 where the thought begins ð because we have confidence 

But the therefore forces us to look further back in the argument ð because we have been 

forgiven - verse 18 (which is the summary of the previous chapters) 

 

SO 

Since we have been forgiven 

We now have confidence in Christ 

That we can trust Godõs promises 

So we encourage each other 

To hang in there 

Because that is Godõs will 

 

Can you see how this makes us mature? 

¶ Through this process we learn to trust God 

¶ We learn not only to believe in God (stuff about him) 

¶ But we learn to trust God (take him at his word) 

¶ That is maturity 

 

3. Waiting As a Sign of Maturity 

Now let me raise one more very alarming thought: 
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Look at verse 36.  What is Godõs will?  I would suggest that it is waiting well.  For Monica and I right 

now waiting is as much Godõs will as planting in NYC.  In other words waiting is not the thing you 

have to endure until you can get going on Godõs will, it is Godõs will. 

 

Am I reaching too far?   I donõt think so 

Letõs look at Heb 11 in this context.   Heb 11: 1&2 

 We know this faith (mature faith) is being sure and certain of the unknown 

  But look at verse 13 

This is the one that sends shivers down my spine. They did not receive the things promised.  

And yet they remained in faith.  They continued to wait for their whole lifetimes.  That is 

why they were commended. 

 

So in the light of this people ask us: 

Is it stressful? 

¶ Yes, in the natural  

¶ Seth needs to go into Grade 1 next year, but his name isnõt down at any South African 

school 

¶ Where to live 

¶ How will we pay our way 

But then I remember Mt 6:25&32 

¶ God knows that Seth needs to go to grade 1 

¶ He knows that we need to live somewhere 

Wasnõt it rash to sell all your stuff? 

¶ Honestly it was a step of obedience 

¶ We made a decision to walk into the Jordon in flood 

¶ Unpack the Jordan vs Red Sea story 

¶ We may get washed away 

What is plan B? 

¶ There really isnõt one 

¶ Every now and then I try to come up with one but nothing sticks 

A more important set of conversations might be: 

¶ When can we meet together (for coffee, a meal) 

¶ How can we spur you on? 
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A Maturity Toolkit 

17 June 2007 

Paul Rouillard 

 

One of the prophetic words at our last Sunday evening meeting identified the elements of and steps 

towards maturity that weõve been discussing over the last few weeks as some of the tools God has 

placed before us to break open the dry, dusty, shallow places in our lives and allow streams of 

living water to flow.  With that in mind I would like to summarise some of the things weõve been 

discussing in order to build up something of a maturity toolkit.  While all of these different things 

are important and we should be pursuing them all, it is likely that God will place greater emphasis 

on some and less on others depending on our specific circumstances.   

 

1. The Church 

¶ òHang with the herdó ð there is protection, encouragement, refreshing, instruction, 

experience and wisdom in the church that can help us move towards and grow in 

maturity 

¶ God reveals himself to the church in ways he does not reveal himself to us individually.  

Jesus is always with us, but there is something significant about us gathering together ð 

even in twos and threes ð that moves Jesus to assure us that he will be there in our 

midst 

¶ Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

2. Spiritual Fathers 

¶ 15Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many 

fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father t hrough the gospel. 16Therefore I urge 

you to imitate me.  1 Corinthians 4:15-16  

¶ Cultivate accountable relationships with mature, godly, wise men and women that can 

help you walk out your faith and respond in obedience to the things God has given you 

to do.  

 

3. Imitation 

¶ We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit what has been promised.  Hebrews 6:12 

¶ Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.  Consider the outcome of 

their way of life and imitat e their faith.   Hebrews 13:7 
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¶ Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:1 

¶ We donõt need to reinvent the wheel here; we need only imitate those who have gone 

before us.  It does mean we need to have our eyes open so that we can imitate their 

lives.  We need to watch with intent. 

 

4. The Apostolic 

¶ Then Jesus came to them and said, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very  end of 

the age.   Matthew 28:18-20 

¶ If you want to know the presence, blessing and favour of God then get behind the 

things that God is doing.   

¶ God has called us to be an apostolic people that go in response and in obedience to the 

great commission to make disciples of all nations. 

¶ Going forces us to think beyond ourselves and our immediate circumstances and creates 

opportunity for God to broaden our horizons as we participate in his work both locally 

and globally. 

 

5. Applying the Word of God 

¶ Do not merely li sten to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone 

who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face 

in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he 

looks like.   But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 

and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it ð he will be 

blessed in what he does.   James 1:22-25 

¶ We need to be those who respond in obedience to Godõs word, not those who make 

notes and only hear the word.  

¶ Godõs word comes to us through scripture, it comes to us through the preaching, it 

comes to us through the church.   

¶ We need to have our spiritual ears and eyes open to discern the one stone that will 

accomplish what God is wanting to do in and through us now (David had five stones, but 

he only needed one). 
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6. Service 

¶ éInstead, whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.   Mark 10:43-45 

¶ Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering Godõs grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10 

¶ There is greatness in service.  In service we become more like Christ. 

¶ We need to be those with eyes wide open to see needs and respond to them.  A good 

servant sees what needs to be done and does it before they are asked. 

 

7. Generosity 

¶ Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves  a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

¶ Let us be those who excel in this grace of giving in every way.  Generosity is a powerful 

tool we use to break open dry ground and channels of Godõs blessing in our lives and in 

the lives of those around us. 

 

8. Unity 

¶ How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  It is like precious oil 

poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaronõs beard, down 

upon the collar of his robes.  It is as if the dew of Mount Hermon were falling on 

Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.   Psalm 133 

¶ Pursue the unity of the community of God.  Rather suffer wrong than forsake the unity 

of the church. 
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