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(With Prezi presentation)

eIntroduction- we are laying the foundation to our silo
today.

eSermon is called - God making everything new as seen in
Rev. 21- *He who was seated on the throne said, "l am
making everything new!"

elife lived btw these 2 trees, point out trees in the church)

*Why Story? NT Wright says that a story is the best way of
talking about the way the world actually is.

*Think about coming to church this morning, all of you have
a different story about how this morning panned out.

e|t is the reality of what you have brought with you here
this morning, it has shaped you a little bit.

el et's take this for example, am | Gimli the dwarf from Lord
of the rings or Bob the builder.

esome people are laughing, you were obviously here last
week...fill in story.

eThe reality is that if you were not here that question will
have very little meaning.

*So which is it Gimli or Bob?

*\What does it mean to believe in Jesus and be saved?
et does not really make sense out of the context of story.

*What is it that we need to believe? how far back in the
story do we need to go.

elets go to the gospels, turn to Luke 3:21-38

eRead text
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eJesus son of God with whom He is well pleased.

eAdam - son of God - where the story begins

eAdam in Hebrew means human being made from the soil
eEve means mother of the living.

el et me take us through this story, from the begining to the now and
then to the end.

elet's follow Luke's genealogy of Jesus to do this

*Only a handful of these characters feature in the bible outside of
genealogies so we will stick to those people.

eIn the begining (beautiful poem)and God said... and it was so...God
saw all that he had made, and it was very good (1:31)

eThere was harmony (shalom) between God and humans, human &
human, human & creation

eTree of life & Tree of konwledge of good an evil (God gives us
freedom within a boundry)

eThe LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it. 1® And the LORD God commanded the
man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 7 but you
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat of it you will surely die."

eTell a todler what he can't do and thts what he will do.

eGen 3 - fractured relationships God- man, man-man, man-creation.
eThey hid away from God - fractured

eThe woman made me do it - fractured

eCursed is the ground because of you - fractured

eDecline of humanity...starts out with murder of Abel - The LORD
saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all
the time. (Gen 6:5)

*The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his
heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind,
whom | have created, from the face of the earth.

e|n His compassion though, He decides not to wipe all out.

e |ts like divine chemotherapy or the pruning of a plant to save its life
(Shane Claiborne) God saves a remnant of humanity through Noah.
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*Eber, Terah? Lived after the flood around the time of babel

*They are at it again..."Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a
tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name
for ourselves (11:4)...nothing they plan to do will be impossible
for them. (vs7)

*They did not need to go up because God came down and
scattered them - confused their language.

*To protect humanity from itself.

eComment up to ths point...
*So we are now at the low point, as far from shalom as posible.

eAbraham - intodus

*God starts redeeming the world through Abraham and his
decendants - 12 tribes of Israel through his line.

eGen 12 | will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; | will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing...

¢...all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

*Which we see happen through Joseph in Egypt and the famine in
the known world. (Echos of Jesus - in the line of Abraham)

e|saac, Jacob(lsrael)....Judah

eJoseph in Egypt - Judah and brothers move to Egypt and there
they stay.

eJudah - Moses, a nation is formed - threat to Egypt
eExodus... God hears the cry of his people and sends a deliverer.

eNahshon...in the desert for 40 years God teaching them to be his
people and He to be their God.

eLaw - He gives the law and the 10 commandments (1-4 God/man,
5-10 Man/man) They have been set boundries - to be a light to the
nations, a people set appart. (Jesus the fulfilment of the law)

eLand - they take the law into the promised land.
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*They live in the land in a theocracy - Judges

*Boaz lived in the time of Ruth (Marries her) Gods heart for the
underdog... (echos of Jesus ministry again)

ePeople request a king -- to be like the nations around them?

eSounds like they are being influenced by the nations not the
other way round.

¢ Under David -close to harmony with God they get but still
nowhere close to the garden.

*Good kings - bad kings -for every king there is a prophet.
eNorthern kingdom (10 tribes lost forever)
eFollow the2 tribes of Judah in the south

*God warns them and pleads with them - if only they would turn
back to His laws He would forgive them - turn away from idols

¢|n Ezekiel God tells Israel that they have become worse than the
nations around them...thus they will be handed over to the
nations. (Babylon)- (echos of Jesus and the pharisees)

*God saves a remnant to rebuild and continue with His redemtion
plan under the leadership of Zerubbabel (thought to be the
messaiah) - given Gods signat ring.

*His hands laid the foundation of the temple...his hands will also
complete it.

e|nto the silent years.

*400 years later

eBack on the banks of the Jordan river... light shinning for all to
see.

eKingdom manifesto - fulfilment of the law



eJohn 14 - he will not leave us as orphans...the spirit of truth will
lead us into all truth.

ebecause those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
5For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.And by him we cry,
"Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that
we are God's children. ¥’Now if we are children, then we are
heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share
in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

*17If some of the branches have been broken off, and you,
though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the
others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root,

eTalk about the tree type in the church (prophetic statement)

eImplecations of the graft light for the world...(story of Acts
church and my faith)we are continuing in this story.

A story that sees shalom restored in the end and we have an
active role to play...

*Pray

*Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every
month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more
night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun,
for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and
ever.



