
 
 
 

 
 
 

MJ ςvision sermon 2010 

Melville Junction Church ς Dean Donaldson 

7th March 2010 

¶ Let me tell you a story about a community, a community of farmers struggling to sustain 

themselves and their families. 

¶ Each of these farmers was growing their own crops on a small piece of land, whatever crops 

they felt like planting. 

¶ Times were tough though, the ground was hard, weeds in abundance and very little rain. 

¶ The ground was not fertile; many farmers had tried but failed to sustain themselves on this 

land. 

¶ Everyone trying to scratch out an existence for themselves and their family. 

¶ But things were not always like this. 

¶ Most of these farmers came from other communities, large farming communities. 

¶ For one reason or another though, these individual farmers became disillusioned by the 

larger farms and moved off to continue ploughing his or her individual piece of land. 

¶ One day, a hobbit and an elf moved into the area and gathered these families together. 

¶ The hobbit pulled these families together into a single community and through love patience 

and persistence created a larger family. 

¶ The individual families inside this greater family were still largely farming their own crop but 

things became easier. 

¶ People supported each other and started sharing crops again and the community grew as 

others became aware of what was going on. 

¶ When the family was sustaining itself and began to thrive.  The hobbit moved on to find 

other families to help and left the running of the farm community to the elf. 

¶ The elf had a larger vision, he extended the borders of the land and organised the individual 

farmers. 

¶ They started pulling up the weeds, nourishing the soil and planting communal crops. 

¶ Some people were afraid of the change because it is what they moved away from initially 

but most people stayed. 

¶ The community grew, the soil became fertile again and it was a time of abundance and 

growth. 

¶ The elf started seeing pictures of a larger future, extension of the boundaries. 

¶ A future that allowed other communities to benefit from the abundance of this community. 

¶ In his time though, the abundance and growth was enough to sustain this community but it 

was not enough to feed the surrounding area. 

¶ The elf could see that what he had been tasked to do had been done. 

¶ He felt released to move onto another community where his skills and gifts could be utilised.   

¶ The community has now filled its borders, the soil is fertile, the harvest is sufficient. 

¶  But is it the destiny for this community or is there more? 

 

× This is the story of Melville Junction with some poetic licence. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

In the beginning the words spoken over the church were: 

going forward

ïNehemiah ͑We are gathering and 
building with Burnt Stones

ïThe Prodigal Son t͑he prodigals will 
return

ïIsaiah 54 ͑Sing O Barren Woman, many 
churches have failed in Melville but God 
ɴɭɿ ɼɾɻɹɵɿɱɰ ɭ ͂ɯɴɵɸɰ̵̓

ïMelville Junction will be like a train 
station. Some will be just passing 
through, some will stay for a short time 
and some will stay longer. 

ïWe are called to build and model an 
authentic, worshiping community of 21st

century believers. 

ï͂Ǣɻɵʀɱɾɵɺɳ ʃɵʀɴ ǟɺʀɱɺʀ̲̓ ɮɱɵɺɳ ɿʁɮʂɱɾɿɵʂɱ̵ 

 

Under the new leadership (Paul & Rebecca) 

going forward

ïIsaiah 54 ͑Enlarge the place of your 
dwelling, stretch your tent curtains 
wide. 

ïMelville Junction as Bio-dome; a giant 
greenhouse that would spiritually create 
a warm, tropical atmosphere within that 
would facilitate and accelerate growth 
and maturity of the people in the 
church. 

ïIsaiah 54:16-17. The instruments forged 
for our downfall will be the very things 
that lead to our success. 

ïThere is a shift in emphasis from 
Seventh Street to Empire Road. 

ïMelville Junction will be a resourcing 
church.

ïMelville Junction will punch above its 
weight. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ongoing words for future fulfilment (going forward) - Bob the builder 

going forward

ïWe need to enlarge our vision w͑e 

need to think of the thousands rather 

than the hundreds

ïWe need to move away from purely a 

family focus and begin to see the 

church as an Army. 

ïZechariah 8:1-23 ͑ Promises for the 

City. 

ïMelville Junction will have favour and 

influence in the community. 

ïThere will be four base churches 

͂ɿɵɸɻɿ̓ at the four corners of the city. 

 

Á So where are we going with this? 

Á I feel that God has really stirred my heart along with the other elders in a specific direction, 

which is just a continuation of the story so far. 

Á We are to become a community that is able to nourish, sustain and grow the communities 

around us. 

Á We are a community of a few hundred but there are thousands out there that need to 

benefit from us. 

Á God has shown us the city on our door step ς What are we going to do about it. 

Á We will have favour in this community, our abundance will provide beyond our borders and 

into this city. 

Á So how do we go from subsistence farming to being able to provide for the needs of others? 

Á SiloΧ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ {ƛƭƻΚ 

Á It is for the safe storage and distribution of food produce? 

Á It allows for a surplus of food to be stored safely, kept dry and in good condition. 

Á Food or grain can then be easily loaded and distributed to the surrounding areas. 

Á What do I mean by silo in this church community? 

Á The same as the above but in this silo, the grain will be enhanced as well as kept safe and 

dry. 

Á So the grain supplied will be top quality, and very effective for its purpose. 

Á So I am calling us as a community of organised, well nourished farmers to build a silo with 

me in 2010. (Spiritual silo) 

Á Why build a silo? 

Á In 2008, we had a combined prayer meeting with Cornerstone Church in the city. 

Á 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ п ǎƛƭƻΩǎ όǊŜǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎύ 

in the 4 corners of the city. North, South, East and West. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Á I personally felt God saying that we (Rachel & I) will plant one of those churches. 

Á I was brave and courageous at the time, like Gideon in the wine press or Jonah on his 

mission from God. 

Á I went to Paul (Rouillard) after the meeting and told him what I felt God say but assured him 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΧƴƻǘ then anyway. 

Á This was before we knew that we would be taking over the leadership of the church.  

Á A few months ago, I was feeling especially daunted at the prospect of leading this church so I 

went up to the Koppie here and looked out at this amazing view. 

Á !ǎ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘ ǎŀȅ άL 

want you to build me a Silo, here on the Western border of the city. 

Á So that is what we are going to do.  

Á How are we going to do this?(Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ оллл ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

day. 

Á This was the first church, fresh with the teaching of Jesus and the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

Á ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜǎǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛon because since then the church has 

been influenced by άinterpretationέ and the human condition. 

Á If I look at the first church I get excited at first, but the prospect of church like this is daunting. 

Á What part of this church was a result of the culture and what part transcends culture, language 

and era? 

Á I have grappled with the text a lot and feel God challenging us to build our Silo on these 

principles that will be viable in this day and age in our culture. (21st century believers) 

Á L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ answers but I know the next step, I have an idea of the blue prints or the 

structural outline. 

Á The thousands will be added to our number and we need to be ready to support them. 

Á So this is what the structure and first step of our Silo look like. 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions 

and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising 

God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solid structure

- Bible knowledge  

(Story of God & man)

- Bible handling skills

- Theology

- Leadership
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Solid structure

Inspired people

- Led by the Spirit

- Visioned 

(what is God saying)

- Community

- Family 

- Army 

e
ve

ry
o

n
e
 w

a
s 

fi
lle

d
 w

ith
 a

w
e

, 
a
n

d
 m

a
n

y 

w
o

n
d

e
rs

 a
n

d
 m

ir
a

cu
lo

u
s 

si
g

n
s 

w
e

re
 d

o
n
e

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Solid structure

Inspired people

Loving

- our Community

- the Lost

- the marginalised

- each other 

Solid 
structure

Inspired people

Loving

Open Handed

- people

- money

- resources
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