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The LORD Promises to Bless Jerusalem
1 Again the word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 2 This
is what the LORD Almighty says: "I am very jealous for
Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her."
3 This is what the LORD says: "I will return to Zion and dwell in
Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and
the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy
Mountain."
4 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Once again men and
women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each
with cane in hand because of his age. 5 The city streets will be
filled with boys and girls playing there."
6 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "It may seem

marvelous to the remnant of this people at that time, but will it
seem marvelous to me?" declares the LORD Almighty.
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will save my people
from the countries of the east and the west. 8 I will bring them
back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be
faithful and righteous to them as their God."
9 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "You who now hear

these words spoken by the prophets who were there when the
foundation was laid for the house of the LORD Almighty, let
your hands be strong so that the temple may be built. 10 Before
that time there were no wages for man or beast. No one could
go about his business safely because of his enemy, for I had
turned every man against his neighbor. 11 But now I will not
deal with the remnant of this people as I did in the past,"
declares the LORD Almighty.
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12 "The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the
ground will produce its crops, and the heavens will drop their
dew. I will give all these things as an inheritance to the remnant
of this people. 13 As you have been an object of cursing among
the nations, O Judah and Israel, so will I save you, and you will
be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong."
14 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Just as I had

determined to bring disaster upon you and showed no pity when
your fathers angered me," says the LORD Almighty, 15 "so now
I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah.
Do not be afraid. 16 These are the things you are to do: Speak
the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in
your courts; 17 do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do
not love to swear falsely. I hate all this," declares the LORD.
18 Again the word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 19 This
is what the LORD Almighty says: "The fasts of the fourth, fifth,
seventh and tenth months will become joyful and glad
occasions and happy festivals for Judah. Therefore love truth
and peace."
20 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Many peoples and
the inhabitants of many cities will yet come, 21 and the
inhabitants of one city will go to another and say, 'Let us go at
once to entreat the LORD and seek the LORD Almighty. I
myself am going.' 22 And many peoples and powerful nations
will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD Almighty and to
entreat him."
23 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "In those days ten

men from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one
Jew by the hem of his robe and say, 'Let us go with you, because
we have heard that God is with you.' " *

God's Blessings for Cities
Zechariah 8:1-23

Editorial Team:
Photography:
Layout:

Lynette Douglas, Deborah Kirkman & Rebecca Rouillard
Deborah Kirkman, Brigitta Stone & Rebecca Rouillard
Rebecca Rouillard

Speak to the editorial team regarding submissions or email directly to
rebecca@melvillejunction.net

Shot in the City
City movies with a message
by David Warby

So here!s a list of interesting/moving/eye-opening/entertaining
/heartbreaking/uplifting films that deal with city issues.
They!re not a top-ten or anything, but each of them should
provoke thought and discussion.

City of God. Directed by the GENIUS
Fernando Meirelles (Constant
Gardener), City of God tells the story
of Rocket, a young photographer who
must survive the slums of Rio. This
film gives a handle on the desperation
of the poor and the options they
perceive for their futures. Rated 18 for
language, drug use and seriously
graphicviolence!

Reign Over Me. Outstanding
performance by Adam Sandler as the
tragic recluse, Charlie, closed off from
the world since the death of his wife
and children. In a chance encounter,
Charlie is reacquainted with his old
college roommate, Alan. This
persevering friend coaxes Charlie out
of his dark loneliness. This film will
inspire us to reach out to the hurting in
the city and "bring the lonely into
family#.

Phone Booth. Stu (Colin Farrell) is a
sly businessman who becomes trapped
in a phone booth as an invisible sniper
holds him hostage from somewhere in
the buildings above. And what does the
psycho want? A public admission of
guilt. It !s a fascinating look at what
"success# can hide, and the power of
confession. Insight into the Joburg
businessman? Hectic language, but
fitting for this harrowing thriller!

Other good ones:
In America; Tsotsi; Freedom Writers; Batman Begins;
Metropolis (silent B&W sci-fi!); etc. Warning: these films have
issues! *

C[it]ynicism
Hope Regained
by Christina Fatti

A couple of months ago I took a 2nd year Geography course on
Urban Politics. The course dealt with issues of the citizenship,
globalisation, protest and politics specific to the city, and
Johannesburg, in particular. Really pertinent issues were
brought up regarding the state of our city. We broached issues
such as "Why the gap between rich and poor is getting bigger#
and we discussed government policies and the ideologies that
shaped them.

My interests within Geography usually lie more towards the
physical science side than the human side, so I was quite
surprised at my enthusiasm for the discussions and topics
regarding the city and "urban dwellers#. Come to think about
it though, it probably has a lot to do with my love for
Johannesburg and its people. But whatever the reason, the
topic really struck a cord in me.

As the course progressed and we discussed the deeper issues of
the city and urban citizens, I became more and more
disillusioned. With each new discussion topic and each new
perspective, I saw fewer and fewer options for the urban poor.
Systems and policies set in place by the government that were
meant to help social and infrastructure development, such as
GEAR*, tended to exacerbate the situation instead of improve
it.

By the end of the course my heart was left battered and bruised.
I had a deep ache, a longing, to see Joburg and its people thrive
and grow. I wanted to see the people who live in my city, love it
and enjoy it as much as I do. But I saw no hope for this in what
we had studied. How can people who live off the grime and hate
of a city, enjoy life there? It almost seemed like the city was
working against its people and not for them. My heart cried out
in agony as I saw no possibility for change. I saw no glimmer of
hope. The problem seemed so big and deep rooted that I felt
helpless and depressed.

But God is a God of perfect timing. I think it was the very next
Sunday when Paul shared his vision for the city. I realised that
God was the hope for Johannesburg. Without Him there is no
possibility for change; our strivings will be fruitless. As Paul
spoke I realised that it was God who had stirred the passion for
Joburg in my heart. I believe his timing showed me that he
knows what is going on in the city, but he has a plan for this city.
I believe God is going to flow through Johannesburg like a river
and bring life in abundance. God is my hope for Joburg! I can!t
wait to be part of the change. *

*Growth, employment and redistribution
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Cityscape
by Lynette Douglas - Editor

I have heard it said that if you can see how to implement
your vision, then it!s too small to have come from God.
The big visions that leave you weak at the knees and
asking, "What was that You said, Lord?# The ones that
leave you thinking, You!ve got to be kidding! are the ones
that God gives us because He alone can fulfil them.
Remember Noah and the ark?$ it took him over a
hundred years to build the boat, and the people thought he
was crazy! Well, that!s pretty much how MJ was left
feeling earlier this year when God!s word came through
clearly to us$ Impact the city! Yes, this city - the one we
gaze at from the comfort of our patios and lounges. Jozi.

Sociologists and other people who predict social trends
have said that by the year 2015 more than two thirds of
the world!s population will live in cities. There will be
more and more megalopolises on the scale of Sao Paolo
(population 20 million and growing) and Mexico City
(population about 22 million). If most of the people in the
world are in cities, then the way that the church should be
fulfilling the Great Commission is by going into the cities.
And that is what God has called us to do. Johannesburg
has been abandoned and forsaken by many people, but
God has plans to renew it that go far beyond any Urban
Renewal projects dreamed up by investors and
entrepreneurs. Already, God is opening unexpected doors
as we have started praying into the city. In this issue of
SPR*D we take a look at our responses to God!s vision for
Johannesburg. We trust that this issue will inspire you to
broaden your vision for the city as we prepare to turn Jozi
into a City of God!s Kingdom. *
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Two years ago I travelled to Lagos for a series of meetings. At
the airport I was met by a very efficient protocol agent who
whisked me through passport control, collected my luggage
and hand delivered me to a bulletproof van. There I was met by
my police escort and an Ericsson safety officer who handed me
a rather thick envelope containing a ridiculous amount of
security information. Hidden behind very dark and very thick
bulletproof windows, we raced through Lagos to a very secure
guesthouse where another security officer checked me in and
made sure I hadn!t been shot en route. I have never felt so
important.

The following day I was sitting eating lunch with a group of
Nigerians. After a while, conversation turned to
Johannesburg. I began to sing the city!s praises, but one
Nigerian after another expressed pure horror at the thought of
ever having to travel down to the city where, they were quite
convinced, Satan has his throne. One woman actually had
tickets booked to fly to Jo!burg and she was positively wide
eyed with fear. Now, I have a Canadian friend who, until earlier
this year, refused point blank to pay me a visit because he was
utterly convinced that he would be shot dead between terminal
A2 and the vending machine at the front door of the airport. I
can understand his being afraid. All he has to worry about at
home is an angry moose charging his dustbin late at night. But
the Nigerians! fear of Johannesburg was completely
incomprehensible to me. My luggage were practically under
armed guard back at the guesthouse and here this lot were
jabbering on about how dangerous my hometown was. That
evening as I ran the gauntlet back to the airport in my
bulletproof van, I couldn!t help but wonder what hope
Johannesburg had if even Nigerians were too afraid to venture
there. Thankfully, we don!t take our cue from Nigerians.

And how does he plan to accomplish this turnaround that will
leave Nigerians with their jaws on the floor? Through the local
church. That is the truly exciting news for us. God has big plans
for this city and he has graciously taken us into his confidence
and included us in his plans. And there is no better place to be
than at the leading edge of what God is doing. So while you!re
recovering from sunburn down at the coast these holidays and
jotting down New Year!s resolutions, please spend some time
asking God what role he has for you to play in the
transformation of the city of gold. *

God has big plans for cities. God has big plans
for our city. Whereas Nigerians look at
Johannesburg and see nothing but danger, God
looks at Jozi and sees a city transformed from a
city of violence to a city of God.

Where Nigerians Fear to Tread
by Paul Rouillard

Place Making
by Deborah Kirkman

"% we cannot reduce society to individual interactions%
individual interactions are endlessly replaced. But certain
underlying patterns in these interactions persist. It is these
patterns that we name society. The patterns can be the result of
any number of different patterns formers%. include[ing] the
spatial form of society% Space is the one thing that can
generate and restrict encounter and interaction probabilities,
indeed, and this is how space becomes involved in society.#
(Bill Hillier)

"Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide,
do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.

For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your
descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate
cities." (Isaiah 54: 2+3)
It occurred to me around three years ago how little of my city I
knew (Pretoria at the time). Other than the few trendy suburbs,
I had ventured twice into Marabastad (once was by accident)
and had driven along the outskirts of Mamalodi, once. As an
architect student I regularly ventured into the CBD but my
visits consisted of carefully inspecting dilapidated modernist
gems, now either uninhabited or being used for purposes
unfathomed by the architect, all the time commenting on how
sad it was society didn!t appreciate our profession. Always
equipped with camera, notebook, 2mm clutch pencil and ideals
(socialist or otherwise), I viewed the city centre as my
architectural home (almost like a spiritual home only more%
architectural) seldom realising how alien, both in appearance
and perception, I was.

The term&place making! is one we often use in architecture; it
differs from &space making! in that, as opposed to simply
aesthetics or planning, it is the occupation and use of a space
that carves a meaning and creates place. As an architect this
really is all you can do: create a space that people will be able to
use and make their own. Space is a tool, people either take it on
and use it (to relax, shop, work or live in) or they decide that the
space is inhuman, inaccessible or simply not needed.

In the last few months we have been confronted by the City; a
space, although we all appreciate it, we do not need. It is not a
space that is convenient to use; it is not a space that will benefit
us financially and socially; we don!t necessarily fit in. Yet we
are being called to start" making place# in the city. We are
starting to make our place in the city. With no cameras, no
notebooks, we are entering the city and using the spaces; we are
recreating our own" patterns#, our social, spiritual and
financial interactions are being redirected and held in city
spaces.

This is what it means to inhabit (&settle! for the NIV) a space.
That that space holds meaning for you, that you are the poorer
for not having access or use of that space, that you are
dependant on that space to fulfil your needs. But we are in a
unique position. We are not&inhabiting! space out of need, we
are being called to inhabit this space. This literally means that
we need to be deliberate in our decisions to enter the city, this
means we need to be premeditated in choices and intentional
(as Sean would say) about our loitering. *

Jozi Gold City
by Lynette Douglas

goldcity Egoli
poised on dark delved
minewarrens;
yellowfalse gold
chokes
hearts heads hands
fumbling blind in neon gold alleys;
dumpdust stifles
golddust burdened lives
bows backs shoulders -
life lies broken on
targold paved streets:

Shake off your dust, Jo!burg City:
breathe once more lifepassion
throb with your kwaito rhythm
Pulse with your Jozi jazz$
Find your joyjive, Jozi:
Dance to new tempos
On City Jo!burg streets alive
With realgold hope  -
arteries pound to songs of
Justice Mercy Peace
Wipe golddust from your eyes
Revive your dulldust vision
Mine the truegold vein of
your people!s heartgold
Metamorphise your metropolis
Make whole your brokenness
And rise to rhythms of life made whole
In Godreflected gold glory *
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Zechariah was a resident of Jerusalem and a prophet. He was
writing to a people who had recently returned to their city and
were in need of encouragement, faith and the vision to press
forward with their various tasks, including rebuilding the city
walls and rebuilding the Temple (historians tell us that the
people returned to Jerusalem in 539 BC and Zechariah!s
prophecies were given between 520BC and 400 BC).

Zechariah 8 is an urban-focused prophecy, providing Ten
Promises of blessing to the people of God, each beginning with
" This is what the Lord (Almighty) says#. For these prophecies
to have been given, Jerusalem surely must have been in a bad
way, and its inhabitants desperately in need of a renewed
picture of what a&blessed! city would look like.

In fact, the ten specific promises speak to a complete
transformation of both the people and the landscape of the city,
economically, politically and spiritually. As we contemplate a
picture of God!s redemptive power in Johannesburg, I believe
that this passage provides us with a timely glimpse of a God-
shaped city future; a&Christ in you, the hope of Glory! (Col
1:27) moment.So let!s take a look at a city context where
Christ is the Hope of Glory.

God has an urban bias. Please note that when God returns to
Zion (a mountain outside Jerusalem), he dwells in Jerusalem.
God chooses a city for his home, not necessarily a mountain or

For Melville Junction, Zechariah provides a
biblical picture of God"s timeless redemptive
power in (and of) an urban context.

Blessing # 1 ! God"s Jealousy for the City -"I am very jealous
for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her." (Zec 8:2)
We wouldn!t necessarily associate&jealousy! with God.
However, the Old Testament is littered with references to God!s
jealousy for his people (e.g. Exodus 34:14" Do not worship any
other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous
God.#). God!s jealousy speaks to his intense desire for worship
of him alone. God!s love for his people is so emotive; so
passionate; so all consuming, that Zechariah promises a
blessing of Godly jealousy. The jealousy which will irrationally
love the city; which will be hurt by rival loyalties; which will
risk all. God is essentially promising to ravishingly love the
city. Surely this then is a good place to be?

Blessing # 2! God"s returning presence will restore truth and
holiness to the city - "I will return to Zion and dwell in
Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and
the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy
Mountain." (Zec 8:3).

a beautiful piece of countryside. In Revelation, the description
of heaven is the&New Jerusalem!, a city.

Once God!s presence is in the city, it becomes known as a&City
of Truth! and the&Holy Mountain!. Johannesburg!s origins lie
in the greed, fear and debauchery of a gold rush. A reading of
this city!s history is a fascinating glimpse into the deception
and corruption of the Randlords and the subsequent growth of
Big Mining and Big Capital. These traits are still very evident
in the city today, and the gold-rush like pace is still with us.
Expect Truth and Holiness to mark the city as Christ becomes
its hope.

This promise is significant for two reasons. Firstly, it speaks of
a multi-generational view of the city. Families of three
generations will have a place to live. Right now, Johannesburg
is anything but a &family-friendly! city. Many people are
migrants whose families are thousands of kilometers away.
Family-less cities are lonely, violent and one-dimensional. God
&sets the lonely in families! (Ps 68:6). God will bring a safe and
family-sensitive presence to the city.

Secondly, it implies that the city will become a place again for
inhabitants who are either too old or too young to be
economically&useful!. In other words, the populace of the city
will move away from a selfish economic focus and will welcome
those who are not able to produce. The Darwinian&survival of
the fittest! ideology will be shattered by a Godly&community-
inclusive! attitude.

We will behold a magnificent and exciting work of God as we
watch him transform the city. The event will not go unnoticed
and will be evident to all. From our side, I suspect that we have
a responsibility with this promise. When God does change the
city, will we be ready to point the glory to Him? If we forget to
honour God for his work, it will not seem marvelous to him.

Blessing # 3! The elderly and children will once again have a
place in the streets of the city - "Once again men and women of
ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with cane
in hand because of his age. The city streets will be filled with
boys and girls playing there." (Zec 8:4,5)

Blessing # 4 ! The Godly transformation of a city will be a
marvelous event for its inhabitants - "It may seem marvelous to
the remnant of this people at that time, but will it seem
marvelous to me?" (Zec 8:6)

Blessing # 5! The city will become a safe haven to which many
will flock and a place where people work out their faith - "I will
save my people from the countries of the east and the west. I
will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my
people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their
God." (Zec 8:7,8)

A transformed city will become a magnet for God!s people
globally. In other words, faith will gather momentum as many
people from different parts of the world choose to make this
city their home. Does God not also mean to bring in those
people who do not know him yet (currently languishing in the
&countries of the east and west!)?
The context of people working out their faith is always within
the Local Church. We can thus expect the Local Church to
grow rapidly as God works in the transformation of the city. In
fact, the dynamic of&returning believers! and a growing local
church will work together to drive the transformation of the
city.

God will banish fear from the city because his people will:
' Speak the truth to each other (i.e. no more deception and

lying);

Blessing # 6! God will bless the city with safety and economic
prosperity - "Before that time there were no wages for man or
beast. No one could go about his business safely because of his
enemy, for I had turned every man against his neighbor. But
now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as I did in the
past," declares the LORD Almighty.
"The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the ground
will produce its crops, and the heavens will drop their dew. I
will give all these things as an inheritance to the remnant of this
people. As you have been an object of cursing among the
nations, O Judah and Israel, so will I save you, and you will be a
blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong." (Zec
8:9-13)
A transformed city has two key economic components. Firstly,
the inhabitants are able to&go about their business safely!. This
would imply that physical threat, and the fear that goes with
this, is taken away. Why is this? Because God has reconciled
&every man! with his neighbour. In other words, peace forms the
backdrop of a healthy city economy. And peace comes only
from the transforming power of Christ.

Secondly, ventures will be fruitful and prosperous. The
inhabitants of the city will enjoy blessing as their business
ventures work and yield surplus and abundance. The curse that
formerly hung over the city is now removed.

Blessing # 7 ! God will #do good" to the city and restore key
functions - "Just as I had determined to bring disaster upon you
and showed no pity when your fathers angered me," says the
LORD Almighty, "so now I have determined to do good again to
Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. These are the things
you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true
and sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil against your
neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this," (Zec
8:14-17)

God"s Blessing for Jerusalem
A Biblical Picture of God"s Redemptive Power in an Urban Context (Zechariah 8:1-23)
by Steve Briggs

' and render true and sound judgment in your courts (i.e. true
justice for all);

' do not plot evil against your neighbor,
' and do not love to swear falsely.

' Fourth Feast$ The fast that lamented the breaching of the
walls of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar;

' Fifth Feast$ Commemorated the burning of the temple and
other important buildings;

' Seventh Feast$ Marked the anniversary of Gedeliah!s
assassination;

' Tenth Feast$ Mourned the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar!s
siege of Jerusalem.

' June 16?
' The Shell House Massacre?

Blessing # 8! God will move the city from celebrating periods
of pain in its civil occasions, to celebrating joy instead - "The
fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months will become
joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for Judah.
Therefore love truth and peace." (Zec 8:19)

Blessing # 9 ! God will use the transformation of the city for
His Glory and Fame - "Many peoples and the inhabitants of
many cities will yet come, and the inhabitants of one city will go
to another and say, 'Let us go at once to entreat the LORD and
seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going.' And many peoples
and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD
Almighty and to entreat him." (Zec 8:20-22)

Blessing # 10 ! Because God has transformed our city, many
around the world will take note seek to emulate it - "In those
days ten men from all languages and nations will take firm hold
of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, 'Let us go with you,
because we have heard that God is with you.' " (Zec 8:23)

The feasts referred to difficult and destructive periods in
Israel!s history:

What Johannesburg-specific festivals will God change to joy in
our city?

We will be blessed as we watch&people and powerful nations!
come to Johannesburg to seek the Lord. And where will they do
it? In the local church ofcourse!

New York was transformed by Rudi Giuliani, and the world now
knows all about it. Johannesburg is going to be transformed by
&Christ in it, the hope of Glory!. Globally, a massive message of
hope will ring out as one of the world!s most reviled cities is
visited en masse by those who seek to emulate the
transformation that God has worked.

What a ringing commendation to the Johannesburg churches if
indeed one day we are asked by the world&Let us go with you,
because we have heard that God is with you!. *
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" Lock your doorrrrrrs! Lock your doorrrrs! And wind up your
windows! This arrrrre Jobug yoooo know!#

Startled is not the word. An Afrikaans lady (I think) sporting
very tall, very blonde hair (peroxide possibly?) and a lovely
blue dress (circa 1975?) was jabbing her finger up my friend!s
nose as she leaned heavily into the driver!s side of his car. It was
our first time at Ellis Park and his ND number plate must have
given him away. It was obvious why we should keep the
windows closed.

A few weeks before that, I had landed at OR Tambo
International (or whatever it was called at the time) at about
10pm at night, from Cape Town. Alone. A small blonde girl
desperately clutches her backpack, which is twice her size, and
freaks out quietly. I!d heard the stories ok! Hijackings, guns,
knives, hostages, rape, murder, bombs, hand grenades and
bazookas! Anyway, I waited for an hour for family I!d never
met to pick me up. They didn!t.

Eventually I called the number my mother had given me. My
aunt was to pick me up from the airport and I was to stay with
her until I found my feet. Apparently.

" Hello? Hello? Tannie? Dis Estelle, ek!s by die lughawe.#

&Nou?# Yes now!" Is jy seker?# Yes I!m pretty sure I!m at the
airport! Several large aircraft, a runway, people with luggage,
people without luggage! Yes it!s the airport! " Maar jy!s daan
&n week vroeg!# I am not a week early! You have a brain like a
sieve; my Mother said so!

Eventually my Aunt arrived. Once on the road she said," Waar
heen?# You guessed it," Where to?# Apparently my Mother,
whom I love and adore, (no really, I do) had neglected to tell my
Aunt that I was staying with her. So it turns out, my Aunt!s not
the only one with a sieve for a brain.

She took me home anyway. I was stuck with my very Afrikaans,
fairly racist, severely Christian, and quite nice really, Aunt. At
this point I was unsaved and while I greatly appreciated her
taking me in, I couldn!t fathom how one could be racist and
Christian, which was precisely why I wasn!t becoming one!
Being fiercely independent, I found my feet fairly quickly. It
took a little longer to find my heart.

A stolen car, a smash and grab and a baptism later, I realised
my first encounter with this city was in fact welcoming despite
my circumstances. Also, though I know those who have had
frightening, life threatening encounters, I have not
experienced hand grenades, bazookas or hostage situations
and I am grateful. Infinitely so. I have since found my Father,
my Heavenly Father who loves me more than I will ever know
or understand. I have grown to appreciate our man-made

Let!s take the City for God. Up front sounds big and daunting
and scary. That!s because it is all of those and more. But, and
this is key, it!s not overwhelming. Nor impossible. Far from it$
it !s eminently doable. And why? Because this is something God
has dreamed and spoken into life. Not the elders, not the NCMI
apostolic team, and certainly not the Melville Residents!
Association. Of this I am200% sure.

So how do we do this thing? Obviously by being sensitive to the
Holy Spirit!s voice. In addition:

Creatively $ I believe there is no hard and fast rule, no accurate
step-by-step game plan of how we go about advancing God!s
kingdom into our city. The Israelites (at God!s command) took
lots of cities with many different strategies. They marched
round Jericho blowing trumpets until the walls fell down, set an
ambush outside Ai; sent out spies to get inside information
about getting into Bethal, and took other cities using direct
attack. We need to be looking for opportunities and broaden
our definition of evangelism $ not limit it to didactic preaching
of the gospel to the lost. Russell simply started organizing
weekly prayer meetings in different city venues. Because of
this, it now looks like we as a church, not a social service
organization, will be involved in a halfway house for abused /
abandoned children. That!s advancing the Kingdom.

Confidently $ no place for indecisiveness and second guessing.
This is a place that God has already given us and told us to take
$ nothing wishy-washy aboutthat! Matthew 11:12 "%the
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful
men lay hold of it#. Fighting talk, but then who else but an
army takes cities $ that!s a military term. Remember that we
are also a family, and that!s one of our biggest and best
weapons we will use in taking this city. It has been prophesied
that this is how we will impact our city$ by being and doing
family well. Which does mean wrestling with and coming to
grips with our family$ you and me and the two people you sit
next to in church on Sundays.

And by advancing. Sounds terribly no-brainer$ how else do
you take ground unless you actually move forward into it? But
many of us (me included) are prone to inaction unless we have
clear evidence that our next action will radically change the
world. Nothing short of causing world leaders to unite against
inner city crime and poverty will stir us into action. We need to
realise that saving the world (and in this case our city) is
unlikely to happen all at once through one massive clever
action strategy. If each of us quietly gets on with changing
something, the city will change$that I guarantee.

I quote Oscar Romero, an El Salvadorian archbishop
assassinated in 1980 for speaking out on God!s kingdom:

forest, the coupling of Jacaranda and Bougainvilleas
particularly, as well as the God-made people who amaze,
disappoint and delight me daily.

I have learned, and am still learning, to trust this Father who
loves me and to open myself to his mysteries as He chooses to
show them to me. In my heart, I feel His eyes opening this world
to me, where He wants me to start seeing new things. Like not
all beggars are skinny, there!s that fat lady that stands on the
corner of Beyers Naude. And she!s white! Not all Jews are
trying to schnaai you. No wait, that!s the Indians, I always get
the 2 confused. Not all health ministers know what they!re
doing. Not all coloured people wil vi jou in jou bek in skop,
vestaan jy?! Unfortunately, not all cops have more than three
brain cells% "Ma !m, did you give someone permission to take
your vehicle?# "Yes officer! I just forgot to give him the key!#
(In my mind I!m screaming moron!). Not all smash and
grabbers want money. They!re quite happy to go to the movies.
With my credit card. Not all black people want to rob you or
guard your car. Not all white people don!t want to rob you or
guard your car. Not all Christians are racist and sometimes,
bad things do happen to good people.

His ways are not our own and we will never be able comprehend
them. Like children, simply obeying our Father is sometimes
better than needing to ask why. In this city, all children,
whether eight or eighty-eight years old, no matter what race,
creed or culture, need to be loved the way Our Father, Loves Us.
His Grace is extended to all, with no exception, no expectation
and no conditions. Isn!t it great to know that your purpose in
life is to love somebody? (Yes, at this point I!m singing along to
that song "Oh Baby, you don!t know what it!s like, to love
somebody, somebody like you!) *

Love in the city
by Stella Steenkamp

So how do we take the City?
by Rachel Donaldson

$We cannot do everything. And there is a sense
of liberation in realising that. This enables us to
do something, And to do it very well. It may be
incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along
the way, An opportunity for God"s grace to
enter and do the rest.%
[from $A Future Not Our Own%]

So how&bout each of you who is reading this decide to do
something: brainstorm and pray with other people who are
reading this, then creatively and confidently get out there and
do the thing that God has inspired you to do. If we all do this,
taking our city for God is a done deal$ of this I am also200%
sure! *
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